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Dearly beloved in the Lord, 

Before you enter on your re- 
spective trials, suffer the word of 
affectionate exhortation. Sin and 
death are in the world, and though 
God has declared, and, with respect 
to yourselves who have been bap- 
tized", has mercifully evinced, His 
readiness to admit His creatures 
into a covenant of grace, and is 
daily calling them by His Spirit, by 
His Word, and by His Ministers, 
to choose the way of life, that they 
and their seed may live for ever ; 
yet how few are there who listen 
to the heavenly call ; how few 
who remember, in their daily con- 
versation and conduct, that their 
b2 



lCor.iii. 18,17. 



bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Ghost, and they them- 
selves the covenanted 
servants of the Most High. 

No man's sin is confined to 
himself; God is dishonoured by 
an evil life, and mankind are in- 
jured by its example. The young 
are more especially in danger, for 
they naturally look up to their el- 
ders in years, adopt their opinions, 
and too often imitate their vices. 

Wisely, therefore, and in due 
conformity with the usage of an- 
tiquity, does our Church require 
of every spiritual parent, of every 
Godfather and Godmother, to 
take care not only that the child 
be duly instructed in his duty and 
hopes as a Christian, but that 
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when he comes to years of dis- 
cretion, he be brought to the 
Bishop to be confirmed by him, 
and strengthened, through the out- 
pouring of God's blessed Spirit, in 
all his faithful and holy resolutions. 
A seasonable opportunity is thus 
afforded, at the most eventful 
period of a young person's life, for 
inquiring into his opinions and 
habits, and for setting him right 
in matters of the highest import- 
ance to his present and everlast- 
ing prospects. He is examined 
by the Minister as to the grounds 
of his faith, and the knowledge 
which he has, of his duty to 
God, his neighbour, and himself : 
he is required to acknowledge, 
openly before the Church, the 
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obligation which he is under, 
to " believe and to do all those 
things, which his Godfathers and 
Godmothers undertook for him in 
his baptism .•" and having " pro- 
fessed a good profession before 
many witnesses," he kneels down ; 
and, after prayer made in his 
behalf, receives from the hand 
of the Bishop that sign of the 
divine favor and gracious good- 
ness, which encourages within 
him the comfortable hope that 
God's fatherly hand will ever be 
over him, and His Holy Spirit ever 
with him, so to lead him in the 
knowledge and obedience of God's 
word, that in the end he may obtain 
everlasting life through the all-suf- 
ficient merits of his Redeemer. 



This sign you have received, 
this acknowledgment you have 
made, this profession you have 
witnessed : henceforth you stand 
bound, before God and man, by 
new and still higher obligations ; 
you are going forth as reasonable 
creatures and as Christ's avowed 
disciples, to fight the iTim. T Lia. 
good fight of faith on earth, and to 
work out for yourselves a passage 
through death to heaven. 

But think not that you can do 
this of yourselves — in your own 
unassisted strength. By the sin 
of our first Parents every son and 
daughter of Adam is born into the 
world, weak, and liable Ro™. *a. 22, 23. 
to fall away in time of temptation. 
[ nothing, but 



' Of ourselves we are ■ 
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all our sufficiency is of God." 
" Watch and pray," was our bles- 
sed Lord's admonition to his dis_ 
st Matt. ssvi. 4i. ciples, " lest ye enter 
nto temptation ; the spirit indeed 
willing, but the flesh is weak." 

Let me then suggest some short 
rules for your observance. 

niv.a. I. Never leave your 
mil! i, 2. chambers in the morning, 

l, a. nor lie down in your beds 
at night, until with all possible humi- 
lity, and reverence, and fervency of 
spirit, you have commended your- 
selves, and all that is dear unto 
you, to the guidance and protec- 

. «il i, 2. tion of God*. Walk ever 

" Accustom yourselves, upon your first 
waking in the morning, to meditate seriously 
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during the day as in His presence. 
Alone you never are, for His eye 
is ever over you. " He p«ioi «>"*• 
is, about your path and about 
your bed, and spieth out all your 
ways. Yea, the darkness is no 
darkness with Him, but the night 
is as clear as the day ; the darkness 
and light to Him are both alike." 
II. In the very midst of world- 

upon God; offer to Him your first thoughts, 
and most solemnly dedicate to Him yourselveB, 
your souls, and bodies, your designs and your 
undertakings, and the whole succeeding day, 
which in aU likelihood will be better spent for 
having been bo happily begun. And as you 
thus begin tlie day with God, so let it end with 
Him too, making Him the last subject of your 
meditations, when you lie down in your beds ; 
and as you compose yourselves to your nightly 
rest ; that so you may hoth wake, and sleep in 
Uod." — Norm's Spiritual Counsel, or the Fa- 
ther's Advice to his Children. 1094. 
E 5 



ly occupation you may think upon 
God*. A short and silent eja- 
culation of prayer or praise will 
find its way through Christ to His 
throne, and bring down a blessing 
upon you. Often should your hearts 
thus ascend to the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift. The hand of 
God should be felt and acknow- 



• " In the raidat of the works of thy call- 
jug, often retire to God in short prayers and 
ejaculations ; for so thou reconcilest the out- 
ward work and thy inward calling, the employ- 
ment of the hody, and the interest of thy soul. 
Every act of complaint or thanksgiving, every 
act of rejoicing or of mourning, every petition 
and every return of the heart in these inter- 
courses, is a going to God, an appearing in Ilia 
presence, and a representing them present to 
thy spirit, and to thy necessity. And thig was 
long Bince by a spiritual person called, a build- 
ing to God a ckapdin our hearts." — ftp. Taylor's 
Holy Living and Dying. 



ledged in every event ProI xyi _ ^ 
which befals you. You * Luke *"* G - 1 - 
should faithfully within yourselves 
give God the praise of Paimcm. 
your preservation *, im- Epbes. v. m. 



• " In every creature contemplate the Creator, 
who even in forming the least of beings has 
proved himself to be the greatest. You must, 
love Him for them, and them for His sake. Do 
you behold the glory of the Sun? why, then, be- 
ing convinced by that clear demonstration, cry 
out with reverence and admiration, It is God 
alone that spreads and difluseth these beautiful 
and cheerful rays over the whole face of the 
universe — who yet is infinitely more glorious 
himself. Is meat prepared for and set before 
you ! then presently say, ft is Gad, thy good- 
ness, God, thai hast made this bountiful pro- 
eisionfor me. And so of the rest of the crea- 
tures." — A Christian's New Year's Gift, written 
in Latin, by Sir Karbottle Grimstone, Bart. 
Master of the Rolls, and Speaker of the first 
Parliament under Charles II. 

" Let us stir up and cherish in our breasts a 



plore His favour on 



lSt.Pet.v.6— II. 



habit of constant thankfulness to Heaven; let us 
bear always in our thoughts the value of those 
faculties and powers of body and mind with 
which we are endowed, of the health and ease 
which we enjoy, or have enjoyed, and remember 
that He it is who made us, and not we ourselves ■■ 
let us reckon over the manifold comforts and ac- 
commodations of life, the relations and friends, 
the agreeable acquaintance, the fair esteem of 
which we are possessed, and consider that all 
these are the donations of a kind Providence. 
Let us raise our views higher : and contemplate 
the benefits of our Redemption 5 the precepts, 
the examples, the promises of Holy Writ; the 
instructions given us by God's ministers in 
puhlic, by good persons, and good books in pri- 
vate; the freedom which we and all around us 
have of worshipping our Maker according to 
our consciences. How liberal is our share of 
whatever pertains unto life and godliness ; and 
what pleasure should we take in paying suitable 
acknowledgments ! ' Blessed are they that dwell 
in thy house ; they will be always praising 
thee.' " — Archbishop Seeker's Sermon an giving 
thanks for all things. 



your undertakings *, and resign 



From Bishop Taylor. 
" O Lord God, Father of mercies, fountain 
of comfort and blessing, of life and peace, of 
plenty and pardon, who fillest heaven with Thy 
glory, and earth with Thy goodness, I give 
Thee the moat earnest and most humble returns 
of my glad and thankful heart, for that thou 
hast refreshed me with Thy comfort, and en- 
larged me with Thy blessing : for besides the 
blessings of all mankind, the blessings of na- 
ture, and the blessings of grace, the support of 
every minute, and the comfort of every day, 
Thou hast opened Thine hand, and at this 
time hast poured out an excellent expression of 
thy loving-kindness upon me. Thy most un- 
worthy servant in [here name the blessing"]. 
Thou, Lord, hast not only spared me when I 
deserved punishment, but hast distinguished 
me by this, and many other special acts of 
grace and favour. O enlarge my heart with 
thankfulness, and fill my mouth with praises, 



that 






i of love and duty may bear 



yourselves wholly to His wise and 

some proportion to Thy marvellous loving- 
kindness and mercy : and grant me grace to 
improve all Thy blessings to the ends for which 
they are bestowed, even to the setting forth of 
Thy glory, and setting forward mine own salva- 
tion, and the good of others, through the me- 
rits and mediation of our blessed Saviour and 
Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Amen." 



From Dr. Johnson. 
" O God, who hast ordained that whatever 
is to he desired, should be sought by labour ; 
and who by Thy blessing bringest honest la- 
bour to good effect, look with mercy upon my 
studies and endeavours. Grant me, O Lord, 
by Thy Holy Spirit, to design only what is 
lawful and right ; enable me so to shun sloth 
and negligence, that every day may discharge 
part of the task, which Thou hast allotted me : 
and so further with Thy help that labour, which 
without Thy help must be ineffectual, that I 
may obtain in mine undertaking such success 
as will most promote Thy glory, and the salva- 
tion of mine own soul, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, Thine only Son, our Lord. Amen," 



gracious disposal in all p^im x 

... , Phil. iv. 

things*. acu ix. 



From Biskop Taylor. 
" O Almighty God, Father and Lord of all 
the creatures, who hast disposed all things so as 
may best glorify Thy wisdom, and serve the 
ends of Thy justice, and magnify Thy mercy, 
by secret and undiscernable ways bringing good 
out of evil j 1 most humbly beseech Thee to 
give me wisdom from above, that I may adore 
Thee, and admire Thy ways and footsteps, 
which are in the great deep, and not to be 
searched out : teach me to submit to Thy pro- 
vidence in all things ; to be content in all 
changes of person and condition, to be tem- 
perate in prosperity, and to read my duty in 
the lines of Thy mercy; and in adversity to 
he meek, patient, and resigned ; and to look 
through the cloud, that I may wait for the 
consolation of the Lord, and the day of re- 
demption : in the mean time doing my duty 
with an unwearied diligence and an undisturbed 
resolution, having no fondness for the vanities 
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Prayer is at once the glory 
and the comfort of the Chris- 
si. Matt. niv. 23. tian ; his strong hold, 
""■ 36 ~ M - to which he may al- 
ways resort. Through prayer he 
holds communion with the King of 
kings ; he quits this earth, and 
walks in faith amid the angels of 
heaven. Nothing can long throw 
a gloom over him, on whose soul 
the sun of righteousness is shining; 
nothing can long hold 
— . ^ om [ n j on over him, 

whose strength is in the Almigh- 
ty. In all his dangers and neces- 
sities the Christian has instant 

and possessions of this world, but laying up 
my hopes in heaven, and the rewards of holy 
living, and being strengthened with the spirit 
of the inner man, through Jcaus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen." 
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recourse to God in S i. John nt 23. 
prayer, in the name 2 Cor ' * 8 ' 9 ' 
and through the mediation of His 
dear Son, and is defended and 
comforted. Pray then after your 
Saviour's admonition, " and faint 
not," — pray without ceasing : not 
only morning and evening in your 
chambers, in your families, and on 
the Sabbath in the great congre- 
gation, but hourly, and whenever 
the occasion demands ; unnoticed, 
indeed, of men, but heard, and gra- 
ciously answered for Christ's sake 
by your Father, which seeth in 
secret. 

Of your more set 

1 St. Luke xi. 2—1. 

devotions let the 

Lord's Prayer always form a part ; 

and read carefully that explanation 



of it which is given in the Cate- 
chism, that you may enter into its 
full import, and may pray not in 
form, and with your lips only, but 
with the spirit and understanding 
also. Before you kneel down in 
prayer, be careful to prepare your- 
Pssim xix. 14 15. selves for so solemn- 
h«i. v. 7. a ^^ ky some shoj-t 

but serious meditation on the aw- 
fulness of the purity, and mercy, 
and power of Him whom you are 
about to address. This will fill 
your souls with that reverential 
love of God which becomes the 
weakness and sinfulness of the 
creature when pouring forth his 
supplications before the throne of 
the Creator. 
John v. 3D. III. Let no day pass 
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without reading some % <A \™'^ 
portion of Holy Scrip~ »■ l — 4 - 
ture*. The Scriptures are the 

* Every morning after your repose and after 
your duty, subsequent to it — viz. your solemn 
Christian prayer — you shall with all integrity 
of mind (as in the very presence of God) make 
confession of your faith, repeating the Apostles* 
Creed. Let the Holy Scriptures be your de- 
light. Read and peruse them often, account- 
ing this as an infallible credential point, that 
the word of God is the most exact rule of faith. 
— A Christian's New Year's Gift. 

A I'HAVEH TO BE SAID BEFORE HEADING THE 

Prom Bishop Taylor. 
" O Holy and Eternal Jesus, who hast be- 
gotten us by Thy Word, renewed us by Thy 
Spirit, fed us by Thy Sacraments, and by the 
daily ministry of Thy Word, still go on to 
build us up to life eternal. Let Thy most Holy 
Spirit be present with me, and rest upon me 
in the reading Thy sacred Word : that I may 
do it humbly, reverently, without prejudice, 
with a mind ready and desirous to learn and 
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r Christian's charter. He cannot 
rest satisfied with any thing short 
of God's word. He cannot trust 
to fallible man, when he has only 
to open his Bible, and God himself 
speaks to him. There may be 
much therein which he cannot 
comprehend ; many a difficulty of 
custom, and language, which he is 
unable to solve : many a depth of 
divinity which he cannot fathom : 
but all, which is necessary to be 
known unto salvation, is plain to 
the meanest understanding. He 
that runs may read, that God made 
the heaven and the earth ; that 

to obey) that I may be readily furnished, and 
instructed to every good work, and may prac- 
tise all Thy holy laws, and commandments, to 
the glory of Thy holy name, Holy and Eter- 
nal Jesus. Amen." 



not 
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Christ died for our sins, and was 
buried, and rose again the third 
day, and was taken up into heaven, 
where he now sitteth to make 
intercession for us ; that the 
Holy Spirit helps our infirmities, 
and sanctifies and seals the faith- 
ful unto the day of redemption ; 
" that the hour is coming in the 
which all that are in the grave 
shall hear the voice of the Son 
of Man, and shall come forth ; 
they that have done good unto the 
resurrection of life, and they that 
have done evil unto the resurrec- 
tion of damnation." A chapter of 
the Old and New Testament will 
occupy but a short time in the 
reading ; and it will he time well 
spent. It is not only the in- 




formation which is gathered : it is 
the calm and holy frame of mind 
which the habit induces ; taking us 
for a time out of the world ; raising 
us above its cares ; freeing us from 
its entanglements ; spiritualizing 
our affections; exalting our desires; 
kindling our hopes ; warming the 
whole soul with devotion towards 
God, and love towards our fellow- 
creatures; and sendingusforthinto 
the day ready for every duty which 
God may require at our hands. 
Some text will be left on our me- 
mories to recur with peculiar force 
at the moment of trial ; some ex- 
ample will rise up before our. eyes 
to deter us from what is wrong, or 
encourage us when we are ready 
to faint ; some promise will speak 
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to our drooping hearts in accents 
of encouragement and love ; some 
threatening will alarm our yielding 
conscience with the terrors of Al- 
mighty vengeance ; some com- 
mand direct our wandering feet 
into the way of righteousness and 
peace. He that thus goes forth to 
the business of the day " with the 
shield of faith, and „ . . ,„ ,„ 

' Ephes. vi. 10— IB. 

with the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God, 
praying always with ah" prayer and 
supplication, and watching there- 
unto with all perseverance, will 
never greatly fall ; he will be ahle 
to withstand in the evil day, and, 
having done all, to stand." 

IV. Consider well through life 
the relation which you beartoyour 
2 
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fellow-creatures , whether as rulers 
or subjects ; masters or servants ; 
parents or children ; married or 
single ; young or old ; rich or poor ; 
bond or free. In all things and in 
every station, strive to approve 
yourselves the chosen of God, in 
faith, in piety, in purity, in charity, 
in every good word and work ; 
being diligent as rulers, loyal as 
subjects ; just and equal as mas- 
ters, obedient as servants ; as pa- 
rents kind, as children dutiful ; 
faithful in marriage ; ever chaste 
and without offence; sober-minded 
in youth ; in age grave and tem- 
perate ; liberal in wealth, contented 
E P hea. v. 15—33. in poverty ; if bond, 
i pet. u. 11— m. with goodwill doing 

iii. 1. 13. . ° ° 

Tit. ii. i—i5. service ; 11 tree, not 



using your liberty as Vtl h 2 . R*™.xii- 
a cloke of malicious- 6— 2I " Im ' l— '" 
ness, but as the servants of the 
Lord. 

V. Be careful of your time; and 
husband well this precious gift of 
God. An hour, once gone, can 
never be recalled ; and yet for 
every hour we must render an ac- 
count. The longest life is too 
short for what the Christian has 
to do. As Christians we have to 
provide for eternity ; we have 
God to worship, man to benefit, our- 
selves, through Christ, 2PetLfi— n. 
to save ; we have to inform our- 
selves in our duty; we have to 
labour with God's help, to perform 
that duty, imperfectly, alas ! at 
the best, yet still with st. Luke %<&, 10. 
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that sincerity of purpose, devoted- 
ness of heart, and measure of obe- 
dience which God will be pleased 
to accept for Christ's sake. We 
have no time to throw away. The 
mind cannot indeed be always en- 
gaged in business, nor occupied with 
serious things ; it needs relaxation ; 
hut relaxation should be 

Eccles.xi.9. 

short, and indulged m not 
for its own sake, but that we may 
return refreshed and more vigor- 
ous to the discharge of our accus- 
tomed duties *. Let your conver- 
sation, even in these hours of re- 
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■ Let not your recreations be lavish spenders 
of your time, but choose such as are healthful, 
short, transient, recreative, and apt to refresh 
you, but at no hand dwell upon them, or make 
them your great employment.— Bp. Taylor. 
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taxation, be " seasoned" in the ex- 
pressive language of the Apostle, 
with the savour of godliness, not 
dishonored with pro- 
fane oaths *, indecent Eph. iv. 20—32. 
allusions, uncharitable 

* Never dare to open your mouth against 
heaven: nor to breathe out profane oaths or 
blasphemies against God. Is not He your father 
that hath blessed you — that took the dust of 
the earth and thence formed you, breathing 
into your nostrils the breath of life f Is it not 
He that hath placed you above other creatures 
— that protects you sleeping, that defends you 
waking, and when you are hungry. He gives 
you meat — when naked, H e clothes you — when 
oppressed, He is your consolation and comfort? 
But these things are small, in comparison of 
greater, for He delivered up Hie only begotten 
Son for your salvation : do not, therefore, re- 
turn evil for good, unmindful of the benefits 
which you have received, lest Are come down 
from Heaven, instead of more blessings, and 
devour you. — A Christian's New Year's Gift. 

c2 
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short, and indulged in not 
for its own sake, but that we may 
return refreshed and more vigor- 
ous to the discharge of our accus- 
tomed duties *. Let your conver- 
sation, even in these hours of re- 



* Let not your recreations be la 
of your time, but choose such as are healthful, 
short, transient, recreative, and apt to refresh 
you, but at no hand dwell upon them, or make 
them your great employment.— Bp. Taylor. 
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with the savour of godliness, not 
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iur mouth against 
heaven: nor to breathe out profane oaths or 
blasphemies against God. Is not He your father 
that hath blessed you — that took the dust of 
the earth and thence formed you, breathing 
into your nostrils the breath of life ? Is it not 
He that hath placed you above other creatures 
— that protects you sleeping, that defends you 
waking, and when you are hungry, He gives 
you meat — when naked. He clothes you — when 
oppressed, He is your consolation and comfort? 
But these things are small, in comparison of 
greater, for He delivered up His only begotten 
Son for your salvation ; do not, therefore, re- 
turn evil for good, unmindful of the benefits 
which you have received, lest fire come down 
from Heaven, instead of more blessings, and 
devour you. — A Christian's New Year's Gift. 
c 2 
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them your great employment.— Bp. Taylor. 
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taxation, be " seasoned" in the ex- 
pressive language of the Apostle, 
with the savour of godliness, not 
dishonored with pro- 
fane oaths *, indecent E P n. 
allusions, uncharitable 

* Never dare to open your mouth against 
heaven : nor to breathe out profane oaths or 
blasphemies against <iod. Is not He your father 
that hath blessed you — that took the dust of 
the earth and thence formed you, breathing 
into your nostrils the breath of life ! Is it not 
He that hath placed you above other creatures 
— that protects you sleeping, that defends you 
waking, and when you are hungry, He gives 
you meat — when naked, HeclotheByou — when 
oppressed, He is your consolation and comfort? 
But these things are small, in comparison of 
greater, for He delivered up His only begotten 
Son for your salvation : do not, therefore, re- 
turn evil for good, unmindful of the benefits 
which you have received, lest fire come down 
from Heaven, instead of more blessings, and 
devour you. — A Clnistian's New Year's Gift. 

c2 
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that sincerity of purpose, devoted- 
ness of heart, and measure of obe- 
dience which God will be pleased 
to accept for Christ's sake. We 
have no time to throw away. The 
mind cannot indeed be always en- 
gaged in business, nor occupied with 
serious things ; it needs relaxation; 
but relaxation should be 

Ecdes. xi.9. 

Bnovt, and indulged in not 
for its own sake, but that we may 
return refreshed and more vigor- 
ous to the discharge of our accus- 
tomed duties *. Let your conver- 
sation, even in these hours of re- 



* Let not your recreations be lavish spenders 
of your time, but choose such as are healthful, 
short, transient, recreative, and apt to refresh 
you, but at no hand dwell upon them, or make 
them your great employment. — Bp. Taytor, 
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taxation, be " seasoned" in the ex- 
pressive language of the Apostle, 
with the savour of godliness, not 
dishonored with pro- 

r Eiod. xi. 7. 

fane oaths *, indecent E P h. w. 20-33. 
allusions, uncharitable 

* Never dare to open your mouth against 
heaven; nor to breathe out profane oaths or 
blasphemies against God. Is not He your father 
that hath blessed you — that took the dust of 
the earth and thence formed you, breathing 
into your nostrils the breath of life ? Ib it not 
He that hath placed you above other creatures 
— that protects you sleeping, that defends you 
waking, and when you are hungry, He gives 
you meat — when naked. He clothes you — when 
oppressed, He is your consolation and comfort? 
But these things are small, in comparison of 
greater, for He delivered up His only begotten 
Hon for your salvation : do not, therefore, re- 
turn evil for good, unmindful of the benefits 
which you have received, lest fire come down 
from Heaven, instead of more blessings, and 
devour you. — A Christian's New Yenr's Qift. 

c 2 



slanders, or wicked falsehoods, but 
always, even in the lightest mo- 
ments, innocent, pure, pious, holy, 
Coi. iv. 6. an d edifying. "Flee 

Si" - * 1I-13 ' alsoyouthfullusts;" 
M4U-U. hxxt" follow r\ghle- 
col in. i—i5. ousness, faith, cha- 
rity, peace, with them that call on 
the Lord out of a pure heart." 

VI. Shun idleness. The devil is 

ever near to tempt the idler to 

what is wrong. Be 

St. Matt. xi. B, 7. , , °. 

I Thess. iv. 10-13. " not SlOthlul in DU- 

Eph. iv. 28. . , , 

st. M»u. xxv. smess, but fervent in 

14—30. . ., „ , . 

spirit, 'remembering 
whom you serve — even that Lord, 
who "went about doing good*." 



* I reckon it my indispensable duty to be 
constant in all the parts of positive Christianity, 
knowing that heaven is not ei state of silence, 



Though you should be in no active 

way of life, yet have always some 



lull of infinite Hid invaluable happiness; and, 
therefore, cannot, be gotten with the doing of 
nothing. And even among men, there is little 
commendation thought due to him of whom 
the best that can be said is, that he hath done 
no harm. — Dean Stanley's Faith and Practice 
of a Church of England-man. 1688. 

" Christianity doth not consist in our being 
born of godly parents, believing the history of 
the Gospel, making profession of zeal to Christ, 
posting up and down from sermon to sermon, 
making many and long prayers, or whatsoever 
is comprehended under the form of godliness, 
that is, the image, the picture, the counter- 
feit of devotion — for many profess to know God 
who in their worts deny him: and let a man's 
profession be what it will, yet if ho act in 
contradiction to the commandments of Christ, 
that very acting is nothing better than a de- 
nial of the faith; and so it is called by the 
Apostle, 1 Tim. v. 8. — Christianity doth not 
consist, then, in such a sanguine presumption 
c3 
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useful and innocent work in band, 
which may invigorate the mind, 
or exercise the body, or improve 
the heart, and tend to the honour 
of God, and to the benefit of your 
fellow-creatures. " God," said an 
acute observer of the affairs of 
men, " is never displeased with us, 

as some call faith; in such a carnal security, 
as Bome call hope; in such a parcel of fair 

words, as some call charity; in 
2*Sr.'iii. lu! such a worldly sorrow as some call 
fjohti'ih.3. repentance: but it consists insuch 

a faith as worketh by love; in such 
a hope as doth cleanse and purify ; in such a 
charity as worketh no ill to his neighbour ; but 
Hom, till. 10, is on the contrary the fulfilling 

of the late: and in such a re- 
pentance as shews itself by amendment and 
change of life, bringing forth fruits meet for re- 
pentance." — Dr. Thos. Pierce's Grand Charac- 
teristick, whereby a Christian is to be known. 
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but when we are doing nothing, or 
doing mischief." 

VII. Delay not tfie work of re- 
ligion. Adopted of God in infan- 
cy ; educated unto Him in child- 
hood ; confirmed of Him in youth, 
continue to love Him in manhood, 
that you may find your comfort 
in Him under the decrepitude of 
age, in the hour of death, and 
in the day of judgment. Dedi- 
cate unto Him the first fruits of 
your time and talents. Eceiei. rft 
Give of the best unto Him Rom.' s». 1,2 
" who has given all things "*' ' 
unto you *." 

* ' ' Besides the timea of drawing nigh to (iod, 

which are common to every age and rank of 

Christians, there is one season in which it is 

more peculiarly blessed to do bo; a time in 

c 4 






VIII. Accustom yourself some- 
times to be alone, that 
st.Matt.iir. 23. you may be the more 
lnvii. 5—13. with God. Meditate on 

Bom. ii. 33— 36. _.. , „. , 

Him, and on His word ; 
on His mercies, and on your duty ; 
on life and death ; on heaven and 
hell; on time and eternity. 

which we may ofter the most pleasing sacrifice 
to Him, an being, though not wholly free, yet 
the most nearly m>, from iiu- s]n>is and blemishes 
of Bin ; an occasion of going in a way, which 
there will never be need of forsaking with sor- 
row and regret for having walked in it ; an op. 
portunity which, if once missed, cannot be re- 
covered; for it does not return, like the Sab- 
bath, once in seven days ; it does not come 
round in a circle, like the seasons of the year. 
It is given once and no more in the life of any 
one. The season, which I speak of, is the time 
of youth." — Dr. Townsmi's Practical Discourses. 
1820. Archbishop Seeker's Turn Sermons on the 
Dalies of the Young. 
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IX, Be cautious with whom you 
associate; and ncvergive your com- 
pany or your confidence j w 33 
topersonsof whosegood J* ***■ '■ 
principles you are not E*od. xxiii. 2. 
certain *. No person, that is an 
enemy to God, can be a friend of 
man. He that has already proved 
himself ungrateful to the Author 
of every blessing, will not scruple 
when it will serve his turn, tu 



* Abstain from all kind of jest, and actions 
that import tlie least savour of lust, or im- 
pudence, from the infection of shameless com- 
panions, and from the contagion of corrupt 
acquaintance, and when you are retired into 
private, have a particular care of your insepar- 
able associates, I mean your own inclinations, 
and let them not lead to the gratifying of sen- 
suality. — Sin not, God eeeth. — A Christian's 
New Fear's Qi/t. 

c5 
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shake off a fellow-worm like him- 
self. He may render you instru- 
mental to his own purposes, but 
he will never benefit you. A bad 
man is a curse to others, as he is 
secretly, notwithstanding all his 
boasting and affected gaiety, a 
burthen to himself. Skim him as 
you would a serpent hi your path. 
Be not seduced by his rank, his 
wealth, his wit, or his influence. 
Think of him as already in the 
grave ; think of him as standing 
before the everlasting God in judg- 
ment. This awful reality will in- 
stantly strip off all that is now so 
imposing, and present him in his 
PMimi. 14— 23. true light, the object 

Phil. UL 17-21. ., . 

Rom. «ii. la— rather of your com- 

14. 1 Cor. vi. . . <■ 

a, io. i Pet. passion, and of your 

1 
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prayers — than of your J*^ 1 ^ £2" 
wonder or imitation *. vii - 26 « 

* They, the whole business and devotion of 
whose souls is only a sacrifice to their bodies, 
and whose sublimest meditations do fly no higher 
than to what rarities shall we eat, what gener- 
ous wines shall we drink, or with what fashion 
shall we be clothed — are yet extremely to be 
pitied even in those very things, which make 
them the objects of some men's envy. For what 
is the sense and signification of all their sports 
and pastimes, recreations and divertisements, 
but that-their time lies upon them, as a heavier 
burthen than they can bear f Else what need 
would there be to seek for succour and sup- 
port to the reeling tavern, the swearing cock-pit, 
the theatres of ambition, and graves of lust? 
Oh the anxiety of their spirits who are weary of 
every day, crying- out, How long the days are! 
and when will they be past ? How even sick must 
they be of ease and softness, who spend the 
morning in vanity, the noon in feasting, the af- 
ternoon in giving or taking visits, and all the 
rest of their hours in sleep or surfeit ? No man 
is really more wretched, than he that is weary 

c6 
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X. Abandon not your good prin- 
ciples through fear 

2 Pet. iii. 3— IB. 

of the infidel and the 
scorner ; but remember that reli- 
gion has always had the best and 
wisest men on its side. " The fear 
prov. ii io °f t' ie Lord is the begin- 
ui. 13— as. ning of wisdom ; and the 
knowledge of the Holy is under- 
2 Cor. xiii. b. standing." " Often ex- 
i Pet. litis, 16. am i n e yourselves, whe- 
ther you be in the faith ; prove 
your own selves : that you may 
be ready always to give an answer 
to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope, that is in you, 

of his life ; and no man is wearier of hia life, 
than he who courts those pleasures which make 
him dead whilst he Hveth. — Pierce's Sinner im- 
pleaded hi his own Court. 1660. 



41 



with meekness and fear, having a 
good conscience :" " not thinking 
of yourselves more highly 
than you ought to think, 
but thinking soberly ;" and ever 
bearing in mind the warning of the 
Apostle, " Let him that 
thinketh he standeth, 
take heed lest he fall." 

XI. Beware of the first trans- 
gression. Easier is it under God's 
grace, to continue in your inte- 
grity, than to rise, when you have 
once fallen*. The memory of the 
impure and unholy deed still re- 
mains, and will inflict a pang even 

• " Aa continued health is vastly preferable 
to the happiest recovery from sickness; so is 
innocence to the truest repentance." — Arch- 
bishop Seeker. 



Psaim "▼■«*■ to your dying day *. 
Numb. iMii. 23. God has indeed gra- 
ciously provided an Advocate for 
us, when we sin ; and has promised 
forgiveness on our repentance, and 
on our faith in the atoning blood 
of his dear Son ; but let us not 
Bom. i. ae-32. sin » tn ^t "grace may 
Heb.vi. 4-8. abound," lest we go 
too far in our folly, and lose the 
will to repent ; or death suddenly 
come, and hurry us unprepared 
pro». ;. 24—29. before the judgment- 
Rom, u. a— id.' seat of Christ. Resist 

Heb. i. 20— 31. , , ~ , . i f ■ 

2 Cor. t. ii. the first inroads ot sin- 
ful thoughts by turning the mind 
towards God and good things. 
No man can say, Thus far will I 



VVirli iloudr, with fear, and haply with ri! 
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go, and no farther. " The begin- 
nings" of sin, "are as 

, ° , Prov. xvii. 14. 

when one letteth out 
water." We cannot indeed always 
prevent the entrance of what is 
wrong ; but it is our own fault, 
if it be welcomed, entertained, and 
suffered to pass onward into ac- 
tion. " HOW CAN I DO THIS GREAT 
WICKEDNESS, AND SIN AGAINST GoD?'' 

should be our ready reply to 
every temptation. Always consi- 
der that for every sin you will 
have to account; that one sin 
brings on another ; that sin re- 
peated becomes a habit; 

r James i. 14, 15. 

and habit long indulged 
in, a second nature ; and " that sin, 
when it is finished, brings fortli 
death." Be careful then, with God's 
help, to subdue and mortify all 



Bcb. mi. i. sinful lusts, especially 

1 St. Johnii. ' r J 

15-17.111.2,3. such as most agree with 
your natural temper and constitu- 
tion. 

E^i'Jl 3 " XII. Keep tfie Sab- 

luESS 27 12 ' bath-day holy *. Let 

• "He keeps the Lord's day best, that keeps 
it with, most Religion, and with most charity." 
Bishop Taylor. 



Bring not thy plough, I 



e there 


do put: 
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O Heavenly Father, author and giver of 
every good gift ! I humbly beseech Thee, of 
Thy divine goodness, to send Thy grace unto 
me, and to all Thy people; that we may worship 
and serve Thee acceptably in the holy offices 
of this day. 

Be present, O God, in all the assemblies of 
Thy servants, who shall meet together in Thy 









the world on this day j^^"."' 19 
be altogether shut out. Rev - '• ia 

name for the offering up the sacrifice of prayer 
and thanksgiving ; for hearing Thy holy word, 
and celebrating Thy sacraments. 

Teach us to pray with that awful reverence 
and lowly submission both of our souls and 
bodies; with that fixedness of thought, and 
fervency of affection which become indigent, 
helpless, sinful creatures, addressing them- 
selves to the throne of their maker and bene- 
factor, the supreme Lord and judge of all the 

Compose ur, I beseech thee, into a devout 
and heavenly temper of mind, lift up our hearts: 
quicken our desires: increase our faith: and 
give us such a lively taste of the pleasures of 
Thy house, that we may delight in Thy ordi- 
nances, and know, and feel, that one day in 
Thy courts is heller than a thousand elsewhere. 

Help us to praise Thee with joyful lips, and 
with hearts deeply sensible of Thine adorable 
excellences, and unfeignedly thankful for 
Thine innumerable benefits. 

Incline us to hear Thy word with attention, 
sive it with roeekuesa, and gladness 




Labor during the six days in your 
appointed occupation, whether of 

of heart; that through Thy blessing it may 
be an effectual means of increasing in ua Thy 
manifold gifts of grace, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding; the spirit of counsel and 
ghostly strength; the spirit of knowledge and 
true godliness ; the spirit of Thy holy fear and 

Prepare the hearts of all those who shall meet 
at Thy holy table, to feast upon the body and 
blood of Thy beloved Son. {If there be nn com- 
taunion, instead of we onefui mg they nndthem.) 
Help us to approach those holy mysteries with 
such humility and contrition, faith and de- 
votion, love and thankfulness, that we may 
worthily commemorate the wonderful love of 
our Saviour Christ in dying for us, and be made 
partakers of all the blessings, which by His pre- 
cious blood-shedding He hath obtained for us. 

Send down a double portion of Thy Spirit 
upon all those whom Thou hast set apart to 
minister in holy things ; that they may do it 
with clean hands, and pure hearts ; with a 
becoming zeal, and moving devotion, such as 
may not only suit with the sacredness of their 



mind or of body; but let the seventh 
day be sanctified, and set apart for 
the more peculiar care of the soul. 
Be constantat the hour Psa] - cixii - '■ 

Heb.x. 19— 25. 

of public prayer; join si.Maic.jmii. 20. 
reverently in the devo- ixvii. 7. 
tions of the congregation, and joy- 
fully in their praises and thanks- 
givings ; listen attentively to the 
Scriptures, and to the preaching 

character, but be a pattern and strong incite- 
ment to the piety of others. Work in them 
and us sincere resolutions to dedicate ourselves 
entirely to Thine obedience and service. And, 
"O Lord, do thou consecrate us both in soul 
and body to be holy temples to Thyself ; that 
Thou, dwelling in our hearts by faith and love, 
we may be cleansed from all sinful affections, 
and devoutly given to serve Thee in good 
works, to the glory of Thy blessed name, and 
our own everlasting salvation, through Jesus 
( 'hrist our Lord, to whom with Thee, and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world 
without end. Amen. — Hele'a Devotions. 
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of God's ministers ; 
and fail not, at the 



St. John vi. 53— .17 
St. Mstt.xxvi.26— : 
1 Cor.xi. 23— 28. 
St. Matt. v. 23, 24. 

1 cot. v. 7, 8. earliest opportuni- 

ty after this solemn dedication of 
yourselves to God, and subse- 
quently through the whole course 
of your lives, to avail yourselves 
of your high arid distinguishing 
privilege of admission to the Lord's 
table *. Approach in faith, in 

* " The time of every one's first receiving, 
ia not so much hy years as by understanding — 
particularly the rule may be this. When, any 
one can distinguish the sacramental from com- 
mon bread, knowing the institution and the 
difference, he ought to receive, of what age 
soever; children and youth are usually deferred 
too long under pretence of devotion to the Sa- 
crament — but it ia for want of instruction 1 
their understandings heing ripe enough for ill 
things, and why not then for better ? But pa- 
rents and Button should make haste in this as 
to a great purchase, for their children and ser- 
vants, which whilst they defer, both sides suf- 
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humility, in penitence, in charity, 
in all holy resolutions of amend- 

fcr : the one, in wanting many excitingB of 
grace ; the other, in being worse served and 
obeyed." — -Herbert's Country Parson. 

" You do well to repeat your vows in the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper ; it is what all 
Christians are commanded by tlieir dying Sa- 
viour/or the strengthening and refreshing of their 
tools; it is what I beg all, who are confirmed, 
will remember, and their friends and ministers 
remind them of ; the sooner they are prepared 
for it, the happier." — Archbishop Seeker. 



lot MS. 



Almighty God and heavenly Father, who of 
Thy tender mercy didst give Thine only Son 
Jeaus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for 
our redemption, out of the same tender mercy 
assist me with Thy grace, that I may worthily 
partake of that holy feast, which was instituted 
by Christ himself, in order to perpetuate the 
memory of His death and passion, and to 
exhibit and apply to every penitent sinner the 
invaluable benefits He has thereby purchased 
for us. 
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ment ; and receive the sacramental 
emblems, and dear pledges of your 

Give me right notions and a clear conception 
as of the nature, end, and dignity, so of the 
divine virtue and efficacy of that blessed Sacra- 
ment. And dispose me to receive it with such 
a pious and heavenly temper of mind, that in 
eating of that bread, and drinking of that cup, 
I may be strengthened with might by Thy Spi- 
rit in the inner man, and refreshed with those 
inwards delights of Thy grace which truly de- 
vout persons feel at the table of the Lord. 

Grant me, I humbly pray Thee, such a sense 
of my sins and of the sufferings of ray blessed 
Saviour for them, as may affect my heart with 
a deep sorrow and contrition for the unworthy 
returns I have made to His infinite lore, and 
inspire me with earnest desires and resolutions 
to devote myself henceforward to His honour 
and service, and to live answerably to the 
engagement of that holy covenant, which I was 
admitted into at my baptism, and am now 
going to renew in the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. 

Possess my heart with becoming st 
of love, and joy, and gratitude at the rem 
brance of Thine incomprehensible goodne* 
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Redeemer's body and blood, to 
your great and endless comfort. 

giving Thine only-begotten Son to die for us ; 
and for the exceeding great love and condescen- 
sion of our blessed Redeemer, in humbling 
Himself even to the cruel and ignominious 
death of the cross for our sakes. 

By His death I do firmly believe that He 
has made a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 
oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole world. Lord, increase this faith in me 
evermore; and upon this occasion especially 
give me grace to approach Thee with a lively 
faith in those most gracious promises which 
Thou hast made to penitent sinners through 
Him, and an assured persuasion that if I come 
duly prepared to His holy table, they will all 
be effectually applied and made good to me in 
particular. 

Finally, since that blessed Sacrament I am 
now preparing to receive, was designed by our 
Saviour, not only as a memorial and pledge of 
His tove to us, but a means of engaging all His 
disciples to live in the strictest love and cha- 
rity towards one another : grant, I most hum- 
bly beseech Thee, that laying aside all bitter- 



a. Rom. xiiL and keep his com- 
Matt. vii. 'ia. mandments. Be dili- 
xiv. 31— 46. gent in prayer, and 
in reading the Holy Scriptures. 
Sanctify the Sabbath-day to keep 
it holy. Avail yourselves of every 
appointed means of grace * ; be 

ness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
evil-speaking, I may come to Thy holy table 
with a heart in perfect charity with all the 
world, and fully resolved to make myself ap- 
pear in the future course of my life to be 
Christ's disciple indeed by walking in love, ae 
Christ also hath loved us, and given Himself 
for us an offering and a sacrifice to God, for 
a sweet- smelling savour. 

These holy dispositions, O Lord, and if there 
be any other that may be necessary to make 
me an acceptable guest at the Lord's table, I 
humbly beg for the merits, and through the 
mediation of the Bame, Thy Son, mine ever 
blessed Saviour and Redeemer. Amen Hele. 

* The hob/ ordinances of the Christian Re- 
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watchful over yourselves ; over 
your own evil hearts, over your 
time, over the company which you 
keep. Trust in the Holy Spirit 
for strength : in the Lord Jesus 
Christ for salvation ; and may the 
blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost be upon you, and remain 
with you for ever *. 

ligion are the channels by which the grace and 
mercy of God descend upon our souls ; where- 
fore be sure to attend upon them all in their 
season with diligence, and with a lively faith. — 
Pastoral Advice to a Young Person lately con- 
firmed. 1702. 

* How sweet and pleasant must that course 
of life assuredly be, in which the blessed Spirit 
of God constantly bears you company, the holy 
angels of God continually attend you, and every 
step you take advances you nearer to God's 
heavenly kingdom ? And what an unspeakable 

D 
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comfort will it be to you whenever you look 
back upon a life thus happily ordered, and upon 
your talents thus advantageously laid out ! 
Then every night will afford you the noble joy 
a day spent in His service, and to the t'hn of 
your Maker ; and the serenity of your raind, and 
the peace of your conscience will he a constant 
relief to you under any outward distress. And 



when the happy hour ci 
die, your heart may eve 
that now your v-arfari 
ir great work is 
i be concluded. 

. unM'iiiiT 



that yoi 






a which you must 
i leap fur joy to think 
is accomplished, and 
not now to be begun, 
Then you may, with 
r Christian confirmation 
y devoted yourself to God, 
e to the use of your reason ; 
and that you have conscientiously observed 
your engagements to God, in the chief bent of 
your heart, and course of your life ,- or have 
truly repented, and effectually returned to your 
duty, whenever, through the frailty of human 
nature, you have done otherwise. You may 
then, I say, very cheerfully shut your eyes from 
beholding the things of the present world, in 
o open them tosee God in a better state. — 
From the same. 
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APPENDIX I. 



FROM 



THE COUNTESS OF MORETON'S 



» 



DAILY EXERCISE; 



OR. 



A BOOK OF PRAYERS AND RULES, 

how to spend the time in the service and pleasure 

of Almighty God. 
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Psalm It. 18. 

In the momtng and evening, and at noon-day, will I pray, 
and that Instantly, and he than hear my voice. 



PRAYER IN THE MORNING, 

AT UPRI8ING. 

Every day let the first thing you do, and first 
words you speak, tend to the worship and ac- 
tnowledgment of Almighty God: for upon our 
first thoughts commonly the thoughts and actions 
of the whole day do depend : therefore when you 
first awake in the morning, lift up your heart to 
God, and say, 

I. 

Blessed be the most Holy, Glorious, and 
undefiled Trinity, now and for evermore. 

II. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord, who enlightenest 
mine eyes, and sufferest me not to sleep in death. 

III. 

Blessed art Thou, for Thou hast created all 
things, and for thy will's sake they are, and 
were created. 

D4 
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IV. 



The Almighty Lord be now and evermore 
my defence, and vouchsafe to bless and pre- 
serve me from all evil this day and for ever. 
Amen. 

WHEN YOU ARE RISEN. 

Retire yourself, and humbly kneeling, adore God, 

and say, 

O Holy Lord God Almighty, before whom 
all knees do bend, and to whom all creatures 
in heaven and earth do bow and obey, behold, 
here I prostrate myself before Thee, adoring the 
divine excellency of Thy sovereign and infinite 
majesty with all the power of my soul, sub- 
mitting myself with all lowliness and reverence 
to the greatness of Thy dominion and power, 
and desiring nothing more than faithfully to 
serve Thee all the days of my life ; for Thou only 
art holy, Thou only art the Lord ; and glory be 
to Thee O Lord, most high. Amen. 

Having thus made your adoration and sub- 
mission to God, let these be your prayers and 
devotions every morning. 

Our Father, &c. 
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A CONFESSION OF SINS, AND PRATER FOR 

PARDON. 

I. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid ; I come unto Thee in the multitude of 
Thy mercies, and in Thy fear do I cast myself 
down before Thee, most humbly lamenting my 
.sins, and craving of Thee, the God of all mercy 
and goodness, perfect remission and forgiveness 
.through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

II. 

O Thou maker of all things and judge of all 
men, I acknowledge and bewail the many and 
.manifold sins, which from time to time I have 
most grievously committed by my thoughts, 
words, and deeds, against Thy most holy com- 
mandments, provoking thereby most justly 
Thy wrath and indignation against me. I' do 
earnestly repent, and am heartily sorry for these 
my misdoings: O rebuke me not in thine 
indignation, neither chasten me in Thy heavy 
displeasure ; but have mercy upon me, for Thy 
goodness, have mercy upon me; forgive me 
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all that is [mat : and grant that I may always 
study to serve Thee, and please Thee hereafter 
in all godliness and purencss of life, to the 
honour and glory of thy blessed name, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE PSALM. 

The Lord is loving unto every man, and his 
mercy is over all hiB works. 

He forgiveth us all our sins, and hath com- 
passion upon all our infirmities. 

His loving-kindness is better than life itself, 
and therefore shall my eoul praise him. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord, who wilt not cast 
out my prayer, nor turn away thy mercy from 

As long as I live, will I magnify Thee in thin 
manner, and lift up my handB in Thy name. 
Glory be to the Father, &c. 

THE LESSON. 
Take heed that ye walk circumspectly, redeem- 
ing the time, because the days are evil. Be fer- 
vent in good works, and serre the Lord with all 
gladness of heart. Be patient in tribulation, and 
continue instant in prayer. Be courteous and 
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meek ; and, as much as lieth in you, Uve peace- 
ably with all men, and whatsoever ye would that 
others should do unto you, do so to. them, for this 
is the Law and the Prophets. 

THE HYMN. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, 

To keep me this day without sin. 

To shut and close my wandering eye 

Lest it let in vanity : 

To keep my heart as pure and free 

From fond and troubled fantasy : 

To guide my tongue, so that no strife 

May breed disquiet in my life : 

To keep all harm, all ill away, 

"While I duly spend the day ! 

OR THI8, 

O Holy Ghost my soul inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire : 
Thy blessed union from above 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 
Anoint and clean my soiled face 
With the abundance of Thy grace. 
Be Thou my joy, my rest, my home, 
Where Thou art so, no ill can come. 
Teach me to know the Father, Son, 
And Thee of both to be but one : 
That day by day all my life long 
This may be my endless song ; 
To Thee all honour, praise, and merit, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

Amen. 
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With explications mid prayers relating thereunto. 

I. J believe in Thee, O God, the Father Al- 
mighty, maker of heaven and earth ; loving Thee 
as my Father, reverencing Thee as the Almighty, 
and committing my soul and my body to Thee 
as to a faithful Creator. Thou art worthy, O 
Lord, to receive glory, honour, and power, for 
Thou hast created all things, and for thy will's 
sake they are and mere created. 

If. 1 believe in Time, Thou King of Glory, 
the everlasting Son of God the Father, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the ^reat mystery of godli- 
ness, liort manifest in the flesh, and sent into 
the world for our eternal salvation in the world 



III. I believe Unit tlioit icast conceived by the 
liuiy Ghost, ami hum ui tin- l,:,--:,ril Virgin Mary, 
without spot of sin, thereby to cleanse us from 
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IV. I believe that thou didst suffer what 
otherwise we must have suffered for ever : that 
Thou wast crucified to set us free from the 
curse of the law : 

That Thou didst die, and thereby take away 
the sting of death. 

That Thou wast buried in the grave, and 
hadst the victory over it : to assure us that our 
bodies shall not corrupt there for ever. 

V. I believe that Thou didst descend into hell, 
to triumph over it, and to free us from the fear 
of ever coming into that place *. 

That the third day Thou dist rise again from 
the dead in our nature, the first-fruits of them 
that are asleep in their graves, who are thereby 
assured that they also shall not sleep there for 
ever. 



* Or, I believe that as Thy body was laid in the grave, so 
Thy soul went to the place of departed spirits, that Thou 
mightest thus" wholly undergo the law of death ;butforosmuch 
as there was no sin in Thee, God suffered not His Holy One 
to see corruption, nor left His soul in hell, giving thereby suf- 
ficient security to all those who belong to Christ, of never 
coming under the power of Satan, nor suffering in the flames 
prepared for the devil and his angels.'*— Bishop Pearson on 
the Creed. 
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VI. I believe that Thou didst ascend up into 
heaven, there to prepare a place for us. 

That Thou now sittest at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty, there to make inter- 
cession for us, our only advocate with the Fa- 
ther. 

VII. I believe that thence Thou shalt cotnt 
to receive us, and to be tl:r? Judge of the quick 
and the dead, after which Thy kingdom shall 

All this I stedfastly believe of Thee, O my 
blessed Saviour, beseeching Thee to give me 
grace, that I ma}' be made conformable to Thy 
image; in faith, to Thy conception; in humi- 
lity to Thy birth ,- in sympathy to Thy passion ; 
and in mortifying toy sins, to thy death and 
burial; to. Thy descent into hell by frequent 
meditation thereof; and to thy resurrection, by 
my rising from sin to newness of life ; to Thine 
ascension, by seeking after those things which 
be above; and to Thy coming to judgment, by 
judging myself here, that I may not be there 
condemned with the world. 

VIII. I believe also in Thee, Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and giver of life, the infuser of all 
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heavenly graces, and the leader of Thy Church 
in the ways of truth and holiness, 

IX. I believe therefore the Holy Catholick 
Church, the mystical body of Christ, whereof 
He is the only Head. 

I believe the Communion of Saints, being 
joined together in faith, hope, and charity, and 
mutually participating of one another's prayers. 

X.I believe the remission of sins in this world, 
given and sealed to us by the sacred ordinances 
of God. 

XI. I believe the resurrection of our bodies at 
the end of the world to be united to our souls. 

' XII. And I believe the life eternal in the 
world to come, where we shall be in happiness 
with Christ for ever. Amen. 

PRAYERS. 

I. 

Almighty God, who of thy goodness hast 
defended me from the perils of this night, and 
safely brought me to the beginning of this day, 
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preserve me in the same, I most humbly be- 
seech Thee, by Thy mighty power, from all 
sin and danger, through JeJM Christ our Lord. 

II. 

Almighty and everlasting God, vouchsafe, I 
beseech Thee, to direct, sanctify and govern 
both my soul and body in the ways of Thy laws, 
and in the work of Thy commandments, that 
through Thy most gracious protection, I may 
be preserved from all evil, both this day and for 
ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

III. 

Possess my mind, O Lord, continually with 
Thy presence, and make me to have a perpe- 
tual fear and love of Thy holy name, teaching 
me to do those tilings that may be pleasing to 
Thee, and profitable to my salvation, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amm. 

IV. 

Lead me forth, Lord, in Thy truth, and 
learn me ; for Thou art the God of my salva- 
tion, and in Thee shall be ray hope all the day 
long. 



69 



V. 

To Thee, O King Eternal, be all glory and 
honour, now and for ever. Amen. 

Conclude your Prayers with a remembrance of 
all your friends, and of all them that belong 
unto you, saying, 

Into Thy blessed hands, and protection, O 
Lord, I commend my spirit, soul, and body, 
together with all them whom Thou hast gra- 
ciously given unto me, and to whom I do any 
way relate : Preserve them, O Lord, in Thy 
favour and fear, increasing and multiplying Thy 
blessings upon them, and forgive them their 
sins ; keep them in perpetual peace and safety 
for the love of Thy only Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

And ask pardon for all the distractions and 
irreverence committed by you in His divine pre- 
sence, during the time that you have spoken to 
Him. 



RULES AND PRAYERS 



FOR THE 



AFTERNOON. 



RULES AND ADVERTISEMENTS HOW TO EMPLOY 

YOUR TIME. 

I. 

Pass the day in such employments as may be 
most meet and agreeable to that condition of life 
wherein God hath placed you. 

II. 

Come not to the place where sin dwells, and 
avoid all corrupt company whereto it resorts. 
Religion hath no greater enemy than conversing 
with such j of whom your heart telleth you that 
there is neither faith nor fear of God in them. 

III. 

Be careful to demean yourself affably and peace- 
ably towards all those with whom you shall have 
just occasion to converse. 

IV. 

Let not cither your actions or your discourses 
be vain and frivolous, but tending either to im- 
prove your judgment, or to better your affections. 
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V. 

If you have the government of a family, take 
special heed that they live not disorderly or idly, 
to the o fence of Almighty God, and the scandal 
of others. 

VI. 

And forget not (as often as you can) to be pre- 
sent and to assist at the public offices and divine 
services of the Church, there to attend and per- 
form the homage and worship of Almighty God, 
and to be instructed in His holy word; for that is 
a duty, and a service most highly pleasing to 

Him. 

VII. 

Remember, (and you will much help yourself if 

you remember it) that you are continually in the 

presence of God, and ought to live continually in 

His fear, and in obedience to His commandments. 

VIII. 

Upon all occasions offered to you, exercise your 
charity, and let not the day pass you without some 
good work done by you, either of real honour to 
God, or of real charity to them that want it. 
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AFTERNOON. 

Retire yourself a while, and use the Psalm, Les- 
son, Hymn, and Pray trs following. 

Unto Thee I lift up mine eyes, O Thou that 
dwellest in the heavens : my soul waiteth still 
upon Thee, that Thou mayest bless me. 

hearken Thou unto the voice of my call- 
ing, my King and my God; for unto Thee do I 
make my prayers. 

Shew thou me the way that I should walk in, 
and teach me to do the thing that pleaseth 
Thee. 

1 will take heed to my ways, that I offend 
not in my tongue ; and I will make a covenant 
with my eyes, that they behold not vanity. 

O let not my footsteps err from the path of 
Thy commandments ; but let my delight be in 
walking after the precepts of Thy law. 

Thy law is an undefiled law, converting the 
soul, and giving light unto the eyes. 

Keep thy servant from all presumptuous sins, 
that they may not get the dominion over me ; 
and cleanse Thou me from all my secret faults : 

That so I may be acceptable in Thy sight, O 
Lord, my strength and my Redeemer. 
Glory be to the Father, fyc* 



III. 
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Almighty and everlasting God, I give Thee 
most humble thanks for that Thou hast vouch' 
safed favourably to call me to the knowledge of 
Thy grace and faith in Thee. Increase this 
knowledge, and confirm this faith in me ever- 
more. Give me the comfort of thy Holy Spi- 
rit, and multiply upon me Thy manifold gifts of 
grace, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel, and ghostly strength, the 
spirit of knowledge and true godliness ; and fill 
me, O Lord, with the spirit of Thy holy fear, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

RULES AND ADVERTISEMENTS. 

After this yon may pass the rest of the day fa 
what lawful recreiiliiiit.i '»' I'lit/ilfii/inentS you judge 
to be meet for you. 

II. 

Spend some while before night in reading, and 
read with attention ; but let your books be chosen 
icith advice and care, for your instruction and 
knowledge in ull good things, and especially for 
your spiritual benefit . 



PRAYERS 

AT 

NIGHT AND BED-TIME. 
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RETIRE YOURSELF AGAIN. 

And when you have thought upon all the day 
past 9 how you have spent it, that is, what good or 
evil actions you have done, and what bad inclina- 
tions you have resisted or amended, asking God 
pardon for aU your offences, use these prayers* 

The Psalm and Prayers. 

Let my prayer be set forth in thy aright, O 
Lord, as the incense; and the lifting up of my 
hands be an evening sacrifice. 

In Thee hath been my hope all the day long, 
and under the shadow of thy wings shall be my 
refuge day and night for ever. 

Glory be to 

I. 

O Thou brightness of eternity, by whose Pro- 
vidence both the day and night were created 
and governed, and who hast made the outgoings 
of the morning and evening to praise Thee, 
mercifully vouchsafe to let the light of Thy 
countenance shine upon me, with the blessed 
beams of Thy goodness* and mercy, that neither 
the prince of darkness may have any power over 
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In the name of God I will lay me down 
sleep, whom I beseech to bless and preserve me. 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Being laid down to sleep, lift up your heart to 
God and say. 

Lighten mine eyes, O Thou who dwellest in 
eternal light, and have mercy upon me, that I 
sleep not in death. 

The Almighty Lord be now and evermore 
my defence against all perils and dangers of this 
night. Amen. 

A larger manual 0/ daily devotion, and more 
adapted to the .Scholar, trill be found in the third 
part of Dr. Sherlock's Practical Christian . 

/ would further recommend, 
Hele's Devotions. 

Bishop Andrewes' Devotions by Dean Stanhope. 
Bishop Taylor's Holy Living and Dying, 
Bishop Wilson's Sacra Privata. 
Nelson on the Fasts and Festivals of the Church , 
Bishop Mant on the Common Prayer. 
Bishop Home on the Psalms. 
Dean Stanhope on the Epistles and Gospels. 
Bishop Mant and D'Oyly's Family Bible. 
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APPENDIX II. 



FROM 

BISHOP COSIN'S 
COLLECTION OF PRIVATE DEVOTIONS, 

IN TUB 

PRACTICE OF THE ANTIENT CHURCH, 

CALLED THE 

" HOURS OF PRAYER." 



A PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING 

UPON THE 

Anniversary Day of our Baptism. 

O Lord, heavenly Father, almighty and ever- 
lasting God, who of thine infinite goodness 
towards me, when I was born in sin, and was no 
other than an heir of everlasting wrath, didst 
vouchsafe that I should, as upon this day, be 
born again of water and the Holy Ghost in the 
blessed laver of Baptism, being thereby made a 
member of Christ, and an heir of eternal life ; 
for this thine inestimable favour, I do here 
gratefully commemorate that happy day, and in 
most humble and hearty wise, I do extol the 
abundant riches of thy glorious grace, in Thy 
sight, and in the sight of Thy holy angels, with 
all the company of heaven, renewing that sacred 
vow which was then made in my name, to for- 
sake the wicked world, and to live as a Chris- 
tian ought to do, in obedience to Thy holy faith 
and commandments ; most humbly beseeching 
Thee of Thy great mercy to pardon me all the 

1 



88 



former breaches of my solemn promise, and to 
endue me so with the assistance of Thy Holy 
Spirit, that henceforth I may walk in newness 
of life, worthy of that blessed estate whereunto 
Thou hast called me ; and keeping myself un- 
spotted of the world, the flesh, and the devil, I 
may daily die unto sin, for which cause I was 
baptized unto the death of Christ ; and as I have 
bad my part on this day, in the first regene- 
ration, so I may at the last day, have my part 
in the second and great regeneration of the 
world to live and reign with Thee for ever, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



THE END. 



Printed by R. Gilbert, St John's Square. 
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My Christian Brethren, 

After the satisfactory examination 
which you have respectively passed 
before the Archdeacon, your sub- 
scription to the Articles of the 
Church, and your declaration of 
true and undivided allegiance to 
the King, it might seem improper 
in me to detain you for a moment 
fromthose solemn reflections,which 
must be now pressingwith so much 
weight upon your minds, and from 
that secret communion, which you 
would hold, with your own hearts, 

B 
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and with God in prayer, prepara- 



the ensuing day. 
In that Service the duties, the 
difficulties, and theawfulnessof the 
ministerial office are exhibited in 
the words of Holy Scripture : and 
I would take this opportunity of re- 
commending in the strongest man- 
ner to each of you a stated recur- 
rence to this service, at least on 
every anniversary of your ordina- 
tion, as to a documentary evidence 
ofpromises made byyoubefore God 
Arch- and your brethren, a 
test of past faithful- 
^f™ ness, and a guide for 
your future conduct. 
Comprehensive, however, and 
this service is, it nei- 



BtructiotistoCi 
dales for Orders 
after their 



ther enters into all the particulars 
of a Clergyman's duty, nor touches 
on several matters which are highly 
important in their effects, though 
too familiar to be made the subject 
even of a public address : it states, 
generally, what a Christian minis- 
ter ought to be in spirit and in 
practice, but leaves the regulation 
of his conduct under peculiar cir- 
cumstances of time and place to his 
own prudence, aided by the sug- 
gestions of his ecclesiastical Supe- 
riors. At all times, and in all 
places, it is required of the spiri- 
tual steward, that he " be found 
faithful [* yet must he, in the dis- 
creet and conciliatory spirit of the 
Apostle, strive with the help of 
God's grace, and without any com- 



promise of principle to " be all 

i cor. (». 1-6. things to all men, that 

i. *?"**' he may by all means 

E-k.rn.i7-H. saV e some*." He that 

" " As men are to be dealt with after that 
manner, as may best serve to reclaim them, I 
shall use all the proper ways 1 can think of to 
bring about that end. In my reproofs I will 
humble myself to the lofty and great ; he sharp 
to the presumptuous ; meek, gentle anil full of 
entreaty (as there is occasion) to all : and I 
hope, that when men see I am purely disinter- 
eated from any worldly consideration whatever, 
and rebuke them principally to win them to piety 
and eternal glory, they will not take it ill, but 
close in with my entreaties, and be reformed." 
— Parochial Pastitrai/e, by a Presbyter of the 
Churchof 'England, in a letter to his friend, 1722. 
Let not the reverence of any man cause you 
to sin against God : but in the matter of souls, 
being well advised, be bold and confident; but 
abate nothing of the honour of God, or the just 
measures of your duty to satisfy the importu- 
nity of any man whatever, — and God will bear 
you out.— B p. Taylor's "Advice to his Clergy." 



would succeed in his ministry, must 
acquaint himself with the state and 
temper of his parish, and be con- 
tent to feel his way before he 
ventures on any important mea- 
sure ; must labour to win the affec- 
tions of his parishioners before he 
admonishes them ; must be scrupu- 
lously attentive to the discharge of 
his own duties, that he may the more 
confidently press upon his flock the 
performance of theirs : must watch 
his opportunity that he may be 
heard the more gladly : must yield 
in trifles that he may carry greater 
matters : must neither needlessly 
offend the prejudices of his people, 
nor unjustifiably encourage them 
in their errors : must point out 
their faults with tenderness ; in- 
b 3 



struct their ignorance with pati- 
ence ; tend on them in their afflic- 
tions with affectionate solicitude ; 
and ever in his visits among them 
shew that interest in their tempo- 
ral, which may enable him to exert 
a salutary influence over them in 
their spiritual, concerns. 

The Diocese in which your mi- 
nistry will be exercised, is divided 
into so many and distant portions, 
that in no one Colony can any very 
numerous body of Clergy be col- 
lected : and even under the most 
favorable circumstances, the na- 
ture of the climate, the badness of 
the roads, and the want of proper 
conveyance will prevent that fre- 
quent and unrestrained personal 
communication with members of 



your own profession, which must 
ever add so materially to a Clergy- 
man's own comfort, and by the mu- 
tual interchange of pastoral expe- 
rience, advance the cause of reli- 
gion among his people. Much 
must consequently be left to your 
own discretion, and you will have 
need to pray fervently for God's 
Spirit to be with you, and to con- 
sult diligently the Scriptures and 
the writings of our most approved 
Divines, and to apply carefully to 
the Rubrics and Canons of your 
Church, for direction in the dis- 
charge of your ministerial duties. 

Wherever your station may be, 
you can neither expect much so- 
ciety.nor conscientiously engage in 
it, Your chief acquaintance should 



be the flock, which you are bound to 
feed*. A Clergyman can neither 
afford the time nor the expence of 
much company. The little which 
can be spared out of his annual in- 
come, is but barely sufficient for 
the occasional relief of the poorer 
members of his flock, for the in- 
crease of his own private library, 
and for subscription to those reli- 
gious societies in connection with 
his Church, which will be found of 
such important assistance to him 



• " The peasants of your parish are in many 
respects the properest company you can keep. 
You will not mingle with their pleasures and 
diversions; but the good pastor will often find 
leisure to enter their houses and cottages, and 
see and hear what they are about; and in this 
duty he will find amusement." — Dialogue oh 
the Amusements of Clergymen. 



ill liis pastoral labours. And with 
regard to time, he has not a mo- 
ment, which he can call his own. 
" A minister's is an Parorhial Plls . 
" herculean labour : his <»rage. 
" work ends not but with his life, 
" in that new objects of his care 
" continually offer themselves." 
Relaxation, indeed, he must have : 
but relaxation not for its own sake, 
but that he may return refreshed 
and more vigorous to the work, 
whereunto he has devoted himself. 
I am far, however, from intend- 
ing that you should seclude your- 
selves from all society. Cultivate 
the acquaintance of individuals re- 
spectable for learning or piety ; 
daily enter the schools of your 
parish, and attach the young to 
b5 
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your persons and ministry ; visit 
the dwellings of the poor, and 
search out their temporal and spi- 
ritual necessities. In this, as in 
every other branch of ministerial 
duty, you have your pattern in the 
johnxrii l5 words and example of 
"' 2 jo_42 your divine Master. Let 
Acts » 38. y 0ur d ors be ever open 
to the hungry and naked ; to the 
ignorant, who seek instruction ; to 
the afflicted who apply for comfort, 
and to the awakened sinner who 
needs " some man to guide him." 
Let them be open to the edifying 
gravity of the serious, to the inno- 
cent cheerfulness of the young, to 
the wisdom of the aged, and well- 
Tit i. a. informed: " be," as the Apos- 
tle admonishes, " a lover of good 
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men ;" yet hold yourselves on the 
watch to benefit every soul under 
your care. " I am not mbm. It. 10—13. 
come to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance." 

By thus mixing occasionally in 
the society of the place where he 
dwells, a clergyman may very ma- 
terially benefit himself and his peo- 
ple. His presence will act as a 
restraint, not on rational conver- 
sation or sober cheerfulness, but 
on that which should be checked, 
the profane oath, the obscene allu- 
sion, the scoff of the infidel, and 
the riot of the intemperate. If 
the conversation be religious, he 
will join in the discourse with the 
visible satisfaction of a man to 
whom the subject is at once dear 
b6 
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and familiar ; and be ready to re- 
move every difficulty, correct every 
error, and communicate liberally 
of bis own stores, for the edifica- 
tion and comfort of his hearers : if 
Coi. iv. e. general, he will yet be on 
the watch to give insensibly to it a 
religious turn, or at least to draw, 
in an easy unobtrusive manner, 
some practical inference, which 
may be of advantage to them in 
the conduct of their after-life *. A 



* " The country Parson, wherever he is, 
keeps God's watch ; that is, there is nothing 
spoken or done in the company where he is, 
hut comes under his test and censure: if it he 
lvell spoken or done, he takes occasion lo com- 
mend and enlarge it ; if ill, he presently lays 
hold of it, lest the poison steal into some young 
and unwary spirit, and possess them, even he- 
fore they themselves heed it : but this he doth 
discreetly."— Herbert's Country Parson. 
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new direction will thus be given to 
his own thoughts, and a grateful 
relief afforded to Ins spirits, when 
depressed by the weakness of the 
flesh, or agitated by disappoint- 
ment or opposition ; whilst from 
the passing events around him, he 
will often gather much valuable 
information and experience for his 
pastoral instructions ; and, what is 
of the utmost importance, he will 
have an opportunity of acquiring 
a more full and intimate acquaint- 
ance with the dispositions and 
pursuits of his flock. 

But in order to secure to him- 
self his full influence in society, a 
clergyman must never forget that 
he is a clergyman : he must never 
suppose that he can for a moment 
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lay aside his sacred character. In 
his looks, in his dress *, in his con- 
versation, I had almost said, in 
every gesture, must be seen the 
Minister of God ; serious without 
moroseness, cheerful without le- 
vity, kind without weakness, cour- 
teous without servility, affable 
without familiarity, conversable 
without loquacity, sound in speech 
without dogmatism : " in meek- 
2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. ness instructing those 
m, m .>ii. 16-18. that pp 0se them- 



* " I am not a little solicitous about the 
dress of a clergyman, which I think a matter 
of more consequence than the generality of 
people will perhaps allow. 1 think it an argu- 
ment of great lightness in a Clergyman to en- 
deavour, as far as he can, to adopt the lay- 
habit." — Dialogues on the Amusements of Clergy- 
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selves ;" not quick to take offence, 
nor over-anxious of personal re- 
spect, but, " as much as in him 
lieth, living peaceably with all 
men ;" ever ready, as far as may 
be consistent with his sacred call- 
ing, to engage in social recreation ; 
yet with such a prudent reserve, 
that if at that moment called to 
perform the most awful part of his 
ministerial duty, lie may feel him- 
self, and appear to others, in a 
proper state to enter upon it. He 
is expressly, as his name denotes, 
kXijjqoC) the Lord's lot : aipuipiofuvor, 
separated off to the Lord. The 
importance of character to a cler- 
gyman can never be too often nor 
too strongly enforced. " When 
he putteth forth his own sheep," 
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i Tim. iii. 7. sa ith our Lord to the 
i'tSiT'iv" 12 good shepherd, " he 
2Coc - vi 3 - 10 - goeth before them." 
And the Apostle Paul, among his 
many other admonitions to his 
own son in the faith, adds, " Be 
thou an example of the believers, 
in word, in conversation, in cha- 
rity, in spirit, in faith, in purity *." 

* " The country Parson is exceeding eiact 
in his life, being holy, just, prudent, tempe- 
rate, bold, grave in all his ways." — Herbert. 

" Lead your flock by your example, as well 
as by your doctrine, and then you may much 
better hope that they will follow you. if the 
people observe their ministers to mind nothing 
but the world all the week, they will not be- 
lieve them in earnest, when on the Lord's day 
they persuade them against it." — Bishop Stil- 
lingfieet's Rights and Duties nf the Parochial 
Clergy. 

"' A minister is obliged to holiness in a 
double capacity, both as a Christian, and as a 
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I am sensible of the difficulties, 
with which, from the present state 
of our society, a Clergyman, a 
young Clergyman more especially, 
has to contend. I know how much 
judgment is necessary to refuse 
without offending, and accept with- 
out suffering offence : yet let a 
Clergyman make himself respected 
for his character, and half his dif- 
ficulties are over. None will then 
invite and insult him by impro- 
priety of conduct ; or should any 

minister; as a minister, his calling obliges him 
to be almost perpetually conversant about holy 
things, which he profanes if he be not himself 
a holy person. He profanes God's holy wor- 
ship, his holy word, and his holy sacrament ; 
and God will most certainly and severely punish 
such profaners of his sacred things." — Bishop 
Bull's Charge " On the Principal Branckes tif 
the Pastoral Office." 
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be so lost to the common decen- 
cies of life, they cannot be sur- 
prised at his refusal to expose 
himself to a second insult in their 

company *. 

* " There is a habit I strongly recommend 
my younger Brethren to attain early in life, 
that is, the habit of solitude t to be able com- 
fortably to pass a series of days without society. 
It will be understood, from what I have before 
said, that I by no means advise a seclusion from 
the world. Far otherwise : all I recommend to 
a young Divine is, that he should so interest 
himself in his home employments, that he shall 
feel no vacuity, when at times they form his 
only engagements. The contrary habit tends 
to dissipate all serious thoughts. If, when the 
mind grows a little weary, relief is immediately 
to be sought in company, and not in a change 
of home occupations, the inclination to these 
occupations will gradually diminish, and the 
labour as well as the study of the parochial mi- 
nister, will dwindle down to the lowest possible 
proportion. This habit likewise leads to the 




But I pass to the more imme- 
diate duties of the pastoral office. 
These are usually divided into a 
Clergyman's public and private du- 
ties. The former embrace the 
reading of the Prayers, and the 
Holy Scriptures in the Congrega- 
tion, the preaching of God's word, 

moat fatal consequences. The situation of most 
young men renders it highly improbable they 
can constantly find proper society : if, therefore, 
society is deemed indispensable, whither can 
such men go, but where the dereliction of their 
duty must hurry themselves, and their sanction 
and example hurry their companions, into cer- 
tain destruction ! Let me advise the young ec- 
clesiastic to encourage if he has, and endeavour 
to attain if he has not, a propensity to reading ; 
by habit he will acquire a fondness for his books, 
and this habit will preserve him from the dan- 
ger 1 have just pointed out, and it will be a 
source of profit and pleasure to him during his 
whole life." — Parish Priest's Manual, 



and the administration of the sa- 
craments and other offices of the 
Church, The latter, the disci- 
plining of the heart by self-exami- 
nation, meditation, and prayer, and 
the daily acquisition of fresh stores 
of sacred knowledge by the study 
of the Bible, and the writings of 
pious and learned men *. How 
much will depend on your faithful 
performance, under God, of these 
duties ! If no time be given up 
to the improvement of your own 
hearts, and to the searching of 
God's word, how can you be either 
an ensample of holiness to your 
flock, or a guide to them in the 

* " Prayer without study is presumption : 
and study without prayer, atheism." — Bishop 
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way of truth and life ? Psalm L 16 _ 2L 
If all is cold and *»»•«• n-» 
barren within, how can your pub- 
lic prayers be warmed with devo- 
tion, or your sermons rich in the 
treasures of heavenly wisdom? 
Before Isaiah opened his mouth, 
the angel of the Lord, we are told, 
touched his lips with a coal from 
the altar of God; and from the 
same altar, through the 

\ ^ Isaiah vi. 5—8. 

powerful intercession Matt. xm. 62. 

r 2 Tim. ii. 15. 

of prayer, must a name 
descend to warm and purify the 
heart of every minister of Christ : 
and " every scribe," saith our di- 
vine Master, " which is instructed 
into the kingdom of heaven, is 
like unto a man that is an house- 
holder, which bringeth forth out 



of his treasure things new and 
old*." 

In the service of the day your 
manner should be simple, grave, 
and impressive ; your articulation 
clear, your voice audible, your em- 
phasis calculated to convey the 
sense of every passage ; your read- 
ing throughout easy, yet diversi- 
fied ; supplicatory in the Prayers, 
animated in the Psalms, didactic in 
the Scriptures; not tediously slow, 
nor artificially laboured, still less 
careless or hurried ; but as Herbert 



* As theology is a practical science, so the 
knowledge of it thriveth best in a practical 
course ; and laying out here, a means of gather- 
ing in: and a hearty endeavour to communicate 
and do good, is not the smallest help to our 
own proficiency. — Baxter's Prae'ical Works, 
vol. iv. p. 376. 



in his " Country Parson" happily 
expresses it, " with a grave live- 
liness, between fear and zeal, 
pausing yet pressing, perform 
the duty" Minister, as in God's 
presence, and under the deep con- 
viction that every, even the slight- 
est word, may awaken, or comfort, 
or instruct a fellow-creature, and 
" save a soul alive." It was a pious 
and just remark, that " to read the 
Prayers of our Church well, the 
mind should be in a posture of 
prayer," and the remark is appli- 
cable to every other part of the 
service *. 

* " It becomes me," says Bishop Patrick 
to Ills clergy, " to beseech you constantly to 
compose yourselves with the greatest serious- 
ness and reverence and affection, to perform 
divine service in the Church. This will keep 
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For the pulpit the best prepara- 
tion is the cottage of the poor, and 
the bed of the sick and dying. He 
that is thus made acquainted] dur- 
ing the visitations of the week, 
with the faults, the doubts, and the 
weaknesses of his people, and with 
the trials and afflictions to which 



up the majesty of our worship, and preserve it 
from contempt. For 1 can see nothing that 
should move those that dissent from us to call 
it dead and formal, but only the deadness and 
formality that hath appeared too often in him 
that officiates. Stir up yourselves, therefore, to 
officiate in ever)' part of the divine service with 
a becoming gravity anil ili'uWation ; and yet 
with such life and affection, as may express 
your concern to have your petitions granted, 
and the word of (jod regarded." — Work of the 
Ministry. — Bishop Sprat's Dhscunrse to his 
Clergy, printed in the " Clergyman's Instruc- 
tor." — Archdeacon Bali/ay's Discourse on the 
Duties of a Christian Minister, vol. ii. p. 19.21. 
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they are subject, will always speak 
to their hearts on the Sabbath*. 
From the Bible, as a whole, from 
his own experience, from the pass- 
ing events within his parish, and 
from those stores of human learn- 
ing, with which he will be daily 
making himself more and more 
familiar, he will draw the matter 
of his discourses ; and God's Holy 
Spirit, which works with him, will 
not fail through him to work on 
his hearers. Let your manner in 
the pulpit be dignified, as becom- 



* " We sec something is wanting to render 
public preaching more useful and successful ; 
and this I take to he a personal insight into, 
and knowledge of the hearers, a knowledge of 
their tempers and dispositions ; their manner of 
life and conversation." — Parochial Pa&tuTuge. 



eth the ambassadors of Christ ; 
earnest, for you " watch for the 
souls" of your people, " as they 
that must give an account ;" affec- 
tionate, for you are the ministers 
of Him, who laid down His life for 
man. Let the style of your ser- 
mons be adapted to your congre- 
gations ; never vulgar nor collo- 
quial, but always plain ; never 
personal, for they are addressed 
to a congregation — but always 
local *. " I remember once to 



• " There is a closeness and strength of rea- 
soning, which is too elaborate for common un- 
derstandings ; and there is an affected fineness 
of expression, which by no means becomes the 
pulpit ; but it seems to be like stroking the 
consciences of people by feathers dipt in oil. 
And there is a way of putting Scripture phrases 
together without the sense of them, which 
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" have heard it asserted," (I quote 
the words of one, who still lives to 
animate, instruct, and warn the 
Church by the warmth of his piety, 
the vigour of his eloquence, the 
depth of his learning, and the ex- 



those are moat apt to admire, who understand 
them the least j but for those who have not 
adorned their mind by education, the plainest 
way is certainly the best, provided it be not 
flat, and dry, and incoherent, or desultory, 
going from one thing to another without pur- 
suing any particular point home to practice, 
and applying it to the consciences of the hear- 
era ; and give me leave to tell you that mere 
general discourses have commonly little effect 
on the people's minds ; if any thing moves 
them, it is particular application as to such 
things, as their consciences are concerned in." 
— Bishop Stillinafieet. 

" In the reproof of sins be as particular as 
you please, and spare no man's sin, but meddle 
with no man's person." — Bishop Taylor. 

c2 
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perience of a long life,) " that no 
" discourse for one congregation 
" will exactly suit any other. Par- 
" ticular circumstances distinguish 
" almost every congregation, not 
" only of different, but even of 
" the same, habits and capacities. 
" How widely different was the 
" polite and skilful address of St. 
" Paul to Agrippa, and his most 
" able opening of his sacred com- 
" mission in the heart of Athens ! 
" How did both of those differ 
" from his reproaches of the vo- 
" luptuous Corinthians, and his 
" keen irony at their depreciation 
" of his ministry! How did all 
" these differ from the abruptness 
" and the cogency with which he 
" combats and remonstrates with, 
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** the obstinacy and refractoriness 
" of the Judaizing Christians ! 
" However unattainable the excel- 
lent wisdom and eloquence of 
" the Apostle, still the same varie- 
" ties of style and manner are ab- 
" solutely necessary to the effect 
" of our instruction." 

Let the matter of your dis- 
courses be essentially Christian : 
let not the Gospel be found in the 
text only, but diffused throughout 
the whole sermon. Ground every 
precept on faith ; and let all faith 
be tried by, and made conducive 
to practice. In the Acts "■ f®> |'- 
choice of a text pre- Ga| - *• 6 - 
fer such passages of Scripture, as 
are plain, and practical, and easy 
to be remembered ; select these as 
c3 



much as possible, out of the Epis- 
tle, or Gospel, or Lessons of the 
day * ; and take occasion in the 
course of your sermon, to explain 
any difficulties of language or mat- 
ter which may occur in the Ser- 
vice, and be likely to strike your 
people, and require explanation ; 
this will shew ah attention to their 
wants, and a care in preparing for 
the instruction of the Sabbath, 
wliich cannot fail to secure for 
you in return an attentive and af- 



* The way before us lies 

Distinct with signs — through which. 






As through a zodiac, moves the ritual year 
Of England's Church — stupendous mysteries '. 
Which, whoso travels in her bosom, eyes 
As he approaches them with solemn cheer. 

Wordsworth's Ecclesiastical Sketchet. 
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fectionate audience. I would say, 
compose all your oivn sermons, 
did I not fear, that at the com- 
mencement of your ministry you 
will have scarcely leisure or ability 
for the composition of two ser- 
mons during the week ; yet every 
week be careful to prepare one 
sermon, even if at the first you do 
not preach it; for the habit will 
not only secure an increasing 
readiness in composition, but 
act directly on the heart by with- 
drawing the thoughts and affec- 
tions from the world, and fixing 
them for the time on heaven and 
heavenly objects. " We are ex- 
" horted," remarks the same excel- 
lent Person already quoted, " to 
" divide the word of truth, which 
" should appear to be a personal 
c 4 
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" act. The act of preaching the 
" Gospel of Christ is necessarily 
" connected with the study of the 
" Holy Scriptures. In order to 
" collect, arrange, and shape our 
" materials to any effective pur- 
" pose, we must daily ransack and 
" explore those holy books. We 
" shall conscientiously preach the 
" whole of them. We shall keep 
" back none of the counsel of God. 
" — The act of preaching will 
" (thus) present a perpetual mo- 
" tion and incitement to this our 
" bounden duty and service. It 
" will impart a marvellous activity 
" to our labours and meditations. 
" But it cannot, I think, be expect- 
" ed, particularly at a distance 
" from theological exertion, and 
from learned 
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" men, that the same motive for 
" searching into the treasures of 
" Holy Writ can exist in those who 
" deliver the best discourses com- 
" posed by others, as in those who 
" constantly and zealously divide 
" the word of truth for them- 
" selves." 

Always suppose your congrega- 
tion before you, whilst you are en- 
gaged in composition, and you will 
write locally, intelligibly, andjeel- 
ingly* ; always know that they 
are before you, whilst you are 
preaching, and you will not merely 

* Omnia, de quibus dicturi erimus, persons, 
quxstiones, spes, mctus, habenda in oeulis, in 
affectus recipienda. Pectus est enim, quod 
disertoa facit, et via mentis. — Quinctilian, lib. x. 



c5 



34 

read, still less hurry through 
your sermon, but really preach it, 
with all that varied intonation of 
voice, earnestness of look, and im- 
pressiveness of manner, which will 
at once arrest the attention of the 
hearer, and prove your own sin- 
cerity. 

Si vis me flere, dolendum est 

Primum ipsi tibi. 

Be careful not to make your ser- 
mons too long, lest you weaken 
the effect of what you may have 
said well by saying too much. 

I would add one other remark. 
Place before your people, in the 
fullest and most forcible manner, 
the great and distinguishing doc- 
trines of the Gospel, but not as if 
1 
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you were controverting opposite 
opinions, or contending with indi- 
vidual sects or persons. Let the 
doctrine of the text be clearly 
stated ; and its truth proved from 
reason and Scripture ; then draw 
the practical inference, and leave 
the discourse to work its effect on 
the hearts of your hearers by the 
conclusiveness of your arguments, 
the earnestness of your manner, 
and the blessing of Almighty God. 
The village pulpit is not a place 
for controversy, but for instruc- 
tion*. And generally I would say, 

* " It is one stratagem of the arch-enemy of 
mankind (and when we know his wiles, we may 
the hetter be able to detect him,) by busying 
men of great and useful parts in by-matters, and 
things of lesser consequence to divert them from 
following that uraan ntcessarium, that which 

c6 




appear not to know that you have 
a dissenter in your parish, but go 
on in the quiet and steady per- 

should be the main of all our endeavours, the 
beating down of sin, the planting of faith, and 
the reformation of manners. Controversies, I 
confess, are nerc-ssary, Ike tongues necessary, 
histories necessary, philosophy and the arts ne- 
cessary, other knowledge of all sorts necessary 
in the Church ; for truth must be maintained. 
Scripture-phrases opened, keresy confuted, the 
mouths of adversaries stopped, schisms and no- 
tifies suppressed. But when all is done, posi- 
tive and practique divinity is it must bring us 
to heaven; that is it must poise our judgments, 
settle our consciences, direct our lives, mortify 
our corruptions, increase our graces, strengthen 
Our comforts, save our souls. Hoc opus, hoc 
stuummj there is no study to this, none so 
well worth the labour as this, none that can 
bring so much profit to others, nor therefore so 
much glory to God, nor therefore so much 
comfort to our own hearts as this." — Bishop 
Sanderson's Third Sermon, ad Clerwn, p. 5?. 
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formance of your own pastoral du- 
ties, interfering with none, ready 
at the call of all, and after the 
Apostolic admonition, " speaking 
" the truth in love." Eph.». i&. 
Prove your attachment to your 
own Church, and your conviction 
of the superiority of her doctrines 
and dicipline, not by inveighing 
against other Churches, but by a 
more strict conformity with the 
Rubrics of your own, by a more 
grave, affecting, and becoming ad- 
ministration of her offices, and by 
a more unwearied attention to the 
spiritual wants of all her members. 
The best, and I had almost said 
from the frequent abuse of every 
other, the only Christian weapon 
against dissent and dissenters is 
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a minister's own faithfulness. I 
mean not to disparage the many 
able and excellent treatises which 
have been written in defence of 
our Church ; but these are the 
arms of the learned and more ex- 
perienced ; fidelity in our calling 
is within the reach of all. Where 
religions differences unhappily pre- 
vail, be careful to separate the man 
from his opinions, lest you forget 
what is due to a Christian, though 
erring, brother, and be betrayed 
into a breach of charity ; in public 
discourse abstain from directly 
attacking an opinion as his, lest 
you appear to be contending ra- 
ther for victory over the man, 
than for advancing the truth, as it 
is in Jesus. Be to your flock the 



mild, the simple, and the humble 
teacher ; not the subtle, acrimoni- 
ous, and self-opinioned disputant. 
Preach not yourselves, but Christ 
Jesus the Lord; and your- 2cor.1v. o. 
selves the servants of your flock for 
Jesus's sake. As love is a nobler 
principle than fear, prefer to win 
men to their duty rather by the 
sweet mercies of the Gospel, than 
by its threatenings ; 
yetknowing"theter- f^i/V'*^"** 
rorsoftheLord," and coosuhBuimpTay- 

, lor's " Rules and 

the inflence Of fear Advices concerning 

, Preaching," in the 

on the heart 01 man, clergyman's i«- 

by terror also " per- terbu^-T charge" 
' ii.ai3-5. 



"of season," at all o^geWiamt 

times, in all places, to ^ 1 ,"" 1 { Z. , 52* 

' r ' Orders, 1 turd Lm- 

allpersons." Contend bec day - 
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earnestly for the faith once deliver- 
ed to the saints" — itmywvlZtoQai, is 
the expressive word employed by 
the Apostle. Strive rather to pre- 
vent the growth of error, than wait 
till it has taken root. Preventives 
are ever better than remedies. Let 
education do its work, and there 
will be little room for the adver- 
M»tt. *ui. 25. sary to sow his tares. 

In administering the offices of 
the Church consult carefully the 
Rubric, that every thing may be 
l Cor. xiv. 4o. done " decently and in 
order;" and remember that, as 
in these offices a Clergyman is 
brought into closer contact with 
the individuals of his flock, so 
must his care in the administra- 
tion of them be the greater, that 
there be nothing in his manner 
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to offend, or weaken those religious 
impressions which the occasions 
are so fitted to make. I allude more 
especially to the offices for Baptism, 
for the Burial of theDead, and for 
the Visitation of the Sick. 

This last office is perhaps the 
most difficult part of a clergyman's 
duty*. To be performed well, 
there is need of much presence of 
mind, and knowledge of the human 
heart ; much quickness in detect- 

* The visitation of the sick is an office that 
certainly carries in it not only the most grate- 
ful performances to the nature of mankind, but 
the moat suitable to the dispensation of the 
Gospel, and Him that preached it. All the 
highest acts of compassion are contained in it ; 
for if we take it in its just latitude, it has re- 
gard to the sick in mind, as well as body, to 
those that are destitute or distressed any way. 
— Bishop Campion's Episcopalia. 
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ing its hidden failings, much art 
in convicting without irritating the 
sick person ; much judgment in 
pointing out, and tenderness in 
applying the remedy; much power 
of reasoning, much happiness of 
elucidation, and above all, a fami- 
liarity with Holy Writ. One pas- 
sage of Scripture, plain and to the 
point, is of more value to a dying 
man than the strongest deductions 
of mere unassisted reason. At the 
end of the Clergyman's Instructor, 
(abook which you should havecon- 
stantly in your hands, from the va- 
luable treatises, which it contains, 
on the Pastoral Office,) there is a 
tract on Visiting the Sick, which 
should be carefully studied ; and I 
would recommend you not to use 




the whole Office, as given in the 
Prayer Book at one visit, (unless 
where the case is very urgent,) 
but to divide it into three or four 
parts, which will suggest them- 
selves on your referring to the ser- 
vice; only taking care to begin and 
end every visit with the opening 
and concluding versicles, prayers, 
and blessing. As the office is ne- 
cessarily general, you will lose no 
time in providing yourselves with 
prayers for particular occasions out 
of the many excellent collections 
which have been published ; and I 
would suggest your having the mi- 
nistration of Private Baptism of 
Children in Houses, and the Order 
for the Visitation of the Sick bound 
together in a portable size, with 




suitable devotions, and passages 
of Scripture, forming at once a 
summary of Christian doctrine and 
precept, and a running commen- 
tary on the Creed, the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Lord's Prayer, 
and the Sacraments — so arranged 
in opposite columns, that the eye 
may easily rest on them as you 
are conversing with the sick per- 
son. Where a prayer has been 
found particularly to affect him, or 
contains a petition for some grace, 
of which, though as yet uncon- 
vinced himself, he stands in great 
need, it will be desirable to leave 
a written copy for his own perusal, 
or to be read to him by his friends 
or attendants. Appropriate por- 
tions of Scripture should also be 
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pointed out ; and often a book or 
tract left in his hands, which may 
serve to keep up during your, ab- 
sence, and perfect, under God's 
blessing, his conviction of those 
truths, which you have been en- 
deavouring to impress upon him,; 
Wait not to be sent for to the 
sick-room, but be often the first to 
offer your services ; and delay riot 
an instant when you are summon- 
ed. Let your first visit be short, 
rather to familiarize the sick per- 
son with your voice and manner, 
and break through the restraint of 
a first interview. Never make 
your visits too long, lest you weary 
and exhaust the patient ; speak 
low, and in your natural tone of 
voice : be always serious and ear- 
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nest, but never tremulous, and 
agitated yourself, lest you agitate 
him. Approach his bed without 
fear ; yet if the complaint be of an 
infectious nature, be careful not to 
inhale the breath of the sick per- 
son, nor omit those simple, but 
well-known precautions, which the 
fullest trust in God's gracious Pro- 
vidence, not only justifies, but de- 
mands from us. Forget not, whilst 
addressing the sick person, that 
there are others in the room, who 
are but too much disposed to ap- 
ply to themselves, and often on 
insufficient grounds, every encou- 
ragement which you are holding 
out to the dejected and alarmed 
sinner, and thus pervert the ten- 
der mercies of God into an argu- 
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ment for their own continuance in 
ill doing. Quench not in the dy- 
ing penitent the embers of hope ; 
kindle not in the living the fire of 
presumption *. 

* " I have experienced that nothing endears a 
minister more to his people than his care and 
willingness to visit and comfort the sick. There- 
fore I have resolved to he very diligent and la- 
borious in this duty. I have ventured my life 
before now on this occasion, and I am ready to 
do it again, if called thereto. Travelling some 
miles in a dark rainy night over craggy hills, 
through by-ways and among many deep and 
uncovered mines (which threatened destruction 
both to man and beast,) did not deter me from 
visiting a poor man dying a violent death by a 
sudden and lamentable accident, nor shall the 
greatest danger, I trust, deter me, where I have 
any hope of doing good to men's immortal 
souls." — Parochial Pasturage. 

" There are persons in every parish besides 
the absolutely sick that call for the attention 
of the pastor ; I mean those, who, though not 



I come lastly to the duty, on the 
part of every Pastor, of superin- 
tending the daily and Sunday- 
schools in his Parish, and of cate- 
chising, agreeably to the Rubric 
and Canons, and ancient customs 



under the influence of disease, yet from age or 
infirmity are unable to attend the public service 
of the Church. To these the Church should 
in some measure be carried. The parochial 
minister should as often as the extent and po- 
pulation of his parish will admit, visit them, 
read some of the prayers of the Liturgy to 
them, and discourse with them upon religions 
subjects. He will always find they receive com- 
fort from these visits, and generally advan- 
tage. Their minds will be kept in a proper 
frame for that change, to which they are ap- 
proaching ; and they will by this means be kept 
not only in righteousness, but most probably in 
the unity of the Church." — Parish Priest's 
Manual. — Bishop Fleetwood's Primary Charge, 
1710. 
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of his Church, the ignorant of all 
ages and descriptions *. 

" Pastors and Schools," said the 
great German Reformer, " are 
" councils ; small indeed, but per- 
" petual and useful : they have a 
" precious office and work, and are 
" the very jewels of the Church. I 
" would that no one were chosen a 
" preacher, who had not prepared 
" himself for it by an attendance 
" on schools, for in teaching chil- 
" dren, we learn how to teach 
" men." We do more ; we are 
preparing the future man to profit 

" " Preaching without catechising will not 
be sufficient. For if people be not well in- 
structed in the necessary principles of religion 
when they are young, they will hardly attain 
to any sound knowledge when they are old." 
Bishop Ball, 
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by our public instructions : every 
hour, which a minister spends in 
the parochial school, is a day gain- 
ed for his after-ministry. We are 
besides improving ourselves *. A 
minister cannot devote a portion of 
each day to the instruction of the 
child in the deep and practical 
truths of religion without feeling 
Miaself vflxat he is teaching, and 
having to exercise much self-denial 
and humility, much patience, and 
tenderness, much, in a word, of 
that necessary qualification for the 
fulfilment of the ministry, which 

* Cujus gratifi tandem vivimus nos senes, 
quam quod teneree EetatU homines curemus, 
educemus, instituamus i Atque haud scio, nuro 
quicquara perinde doceat senem, ac curando- 
rum liberorum ratio.— Martini Lulheri LAbeUus 
dp Instil. Pueris. p. 440. 



the great Apostle has a Tim. a. 24. 
expressed in the term SiSuktikov *. 
The parochial school should be 
among the most cherished objects 
of ministerial care. The benefit 
derived from the school is incalcu- 

* Ego vera, ut de meipso dicam scilicet, ta- 
metsi Doctor ac pnedicator sum, non minori, 
ut opinor, cum doctrinft turn esperientiH prse- 
ditus, quam ii qui tanta de se prasumunt, et ad 
tantam securitatem pervenerunt, haudquaquam 
tamen imitari me pueroa pudet, sed quemad- 
modum illos Catechismum docemus, ita et ego 
mane, aut quandocumque vacui aliquid tom- 
poris datur, ipsam orationem Dominicam, de- 
cern pnecepta, articuloa fidei, Psalmos aliquot 
Sit. mecum ipse quasi ad verbum recito. Et 
quanquam adhuc quotidie lectionibua et studiis 
vaco, attamen ne sic quidem possum pervenire 
quo cupio, aut prajstare quse volo. Ita fit ut 
puerura ac discipulum Catechismi etiam hodie 
me profited neeesse habeam, profiteorque li- 
benter. — M. Lutheri Prof. Catechism. Maj. 
torn. v. p. 645. 

D2 
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lable. From the child it is reflected 
on the parent : from the parent it 
diffuses itself through the neigh- 
bourhood. The child looks up to 
the Pastor : the parent loves the 
Pastor for his care of the child. 
There is a kindly feeling at work 
in every part, and the Pastor moves 
through his parish, the friend and 
the father of his flock *. 



* " As to the youth, there shall not one be 
neglected, hut all that will, one way or other, 
shall he taught to read. For I beseech you, is 
it probable Christians should either know or 
practise their duty well, who are ignorant of 
all letters?" It is possible indeed, because 
every thing is so to the inspiring grace of God. 
But otherwise, and ordinarily speaking, they 
must needs be in a very sad and deplorable 
case, who cannot go to those well-springs of 
heavenly Ufe and knowledge, as oft as they 
want, are weak, or thirsty, and be refreshed. 
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Still the labours of the week are 
but preparatory to the more strictly 
religious instruction of the Sab- 
bath. The daily and Sunday 
schools should always exist toge- 

Besides, God's word is so very necessary, 
whereby to get a stock of spiritual ideas, lan- 
guage, and desires — whereby to improve in the 
divine duties of prayer and meditation — where- 
by to know the will, the providence and love 
of God, — whereby to learn exactly the threats 
to deter our disobedience, and gracious pro- 
mises to provoke our obedience— wherein to- 
read the very words of our dear Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus, and his amazing tenderness to our 
weak natures, — wherewith to comfort us in our 
hours of affliction, and moderate our passions 
in those of prosperity, with innumerable other 
such religious privileges — that I cannot but 
think it my duty to endeavour to the utmost 
of my power that every soul under my care, 
may have the privilege of consulting it, and 
making the proper use of it, which they ought. 
Parochial Pasturage. 

d3 



ther. The latter takes up and 
perfects the work of the former. 
In the Sunday school should be 
found the old, who have never 
been instructed ; the young, who 
have lately left the daily school ; 
and the children, who yet attend 
it; the old — that they may be 
able to read for themselves the 
charter of their salvation ; the 
young — that they may retain what 
they have learnt, and be prepared, 
under the eye of the minister, for 
the seasonable and Apostolic rite 
of confirmation : and the still 
younger — that they may be encou- 
raged to emulate their elders, and 
be more attentive to the instruc- 
tions of the week. A Sunday 
school well conducted, especially 
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if in some open space within the 
Church, will often draw thither 
many a parent and neighbour, and 
the mouth of the child, the friend, 
and the dependent be made an af- 
fecting vehicle of religious truth. 
Then are the questions and expla- 
nations of the minister of the high- 
est value ; and often will the hum- 
ble stool of the catechist, as the 
pastor thus sits amid his flock, be 
more effectual to touch the hearts 
of his people, than the throne of 
the preacher *. 

* Ecce Catechiatea humili aermone tenelli 
Os liallram format pueris animosque, docetque 
Et aapere el fari. Sacro de codice Humpta 
Dogmata proponena, digitoque notaiite sequaces 
Attrahit inculcaas oculoa ; stat parvula pubea 
Espectana monitua, pendetque docentia ab ore, 
PrieEcriptaa iterans voces et non sua verba : 

d4 
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In the discharge of these your 
several duties I am sensible that a 
West Indian diocese presents its 
peculiar difficulties ; but I know of 
none, which will not yield, under 
God's blessing, to a holy and dis- 
creet zeal. Shew yourselves ready 
to spend, and be spent for your 
flock. Live amongst them, and 
John x. H. for them*. Be much and 



Dukes blanda sonos inhianti devorat ore, 
Et mirana docili matertera plaudit alnmno. 
! quantum est tenera? pietatis semina menti 
Indere, Chriatiadumque futuram condere gen- 

Burlon's Sacerdos paTitcialis Rastieas. 

* " He that is a atranger to his flock, and 
only viaila them now and then, can never be 
aaid to watch over them." — " They have very 
mean thoughts of their holy function, that think 
the main part of it lies only in the pulpit — I 



often in prayer to God for them 

wish even that were minded more — but all the 
ways you can do good among your people are 
within the compass of your duty i not merely 
to instruct them in religion, but to prevent 
quarrels, and contentions, and meetings for de- 
bauchery, which tend to corrupt men's minds, 
and draw them off from the principles as well 
as practice of true religion. It is your duty to 
make them live like good Christians, and good 
neighbours, and to set patterns yourselves of 
sobriety, meekness, charity, and of every thing 
prai se worthy . " — Bishop Stillingfleet. 

" A clergyman's parish is, in some sort, his 
house and home ; there is bis business, there 
his family ; there all his time, his care, his 
pains and diligence should be expended : and 1 
call every man's heart to witness, whether, the 
more months he lives in his pariah, the more 
duty he performs in it, the more care he takes 
of it, he does not think himself the more ap- 
proved of God and of all good men, and of his 
own conscience, and does not think he shall 
give a more joyful account of his eliavge in the 
day of judgment." — Bishop Fleetwood, 
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and for yourselves *. " One hum- 
ble, and private prayer to God to 
assist your efforts in His service, 
and in the furtherance of His Son's 
Gospel, will do more," it has been 
forcibly remarked, " in influenc- 
ing the hearts and affections of 
your flocks than all the treasures 
of human wisdom, and all the 
powers of human eloquence with- 

* " Content not yourselves with reading 
prayers at Church, hut take care also that there 
be daily prayers in your Families, at least morn- 
ing and evening ; and some time every day re- 
tire to your studies, and there upon your bend- 
ed knees, earnestly beseech Almighty God to 
have mercy on you, to direct and assist you in 
your studies, and to give you good success in 
your labours. Prayfor the souls of the people 
committed to your charge ; pray for your own 
souls, that while you preach to others, you your- 
selves may not be cast-aways." — Bishop Ball. 

1 






out it." The great Apostle, when 
he was weakjound himself strong; 
he spake and wrote and taught 
not by human aid, but by the 
grace given unto him. Respect 
every constituted authority, and 
respect your vows to Christ. 
" Render unto Csesar UttCo&tl. 
the things that are Caesar's ; and 
unto God the things that are 
God's." Every soul is God's pro- 
perty ; every soul in your parish 
must be your care. The soul of 
the master, and the soul of the 
slave, will equally be required at 
your hands *. " Meditate then 



SuXas pH uirtpij^aVfi. dXXd /njit nirof Qvata'tr- 
Ouiaav, AW (ff S6%av Qiu irXiiov SuXiviTtnaav, 'iva 
epeirrovac iXivBipias rix""'" diri 8iu" — Sli. 

D6 



60 

upon these things. Give thyself 
wholly to them, that thy profiting 
may appear to all. Take heed 
unto thyself and unto 1 Tim. w. 15, i& 
the doctrine; continue in them, 
for in doing this, thou shalt both 
save thyself, and those that hear 
thee." 

Ignatii Epist. ad Polycarpum. — Cotelerii Patr. 
Apost. torn. ii. p. 91. 



APPENDIX. 



APPENDIX. 



FOR THE USE OF THE CLERGY. 

(From Hele's Devotions.) 



DEVOTIONS OF THE CLERGY : 

consisting — of passages of Scripture re- 
lating to the duties of the ministerial 
functions, and exciting and disposing to 
a conscientious attendance thereon;— 
and of prayers suited to the particular 
exigencies of those who h$ve the care 
of souls. 

The duties of the Clergy, as set forth 
in the Holy Scriptures, are, 

1. to have the heart affected with an 
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ardent love of Christ, and a zealous con- 
cern for the salvation of souls. 

John xxi. 15 — 17. 

2 Tim. iv. 2. 

1 Cor. ix. 16—23. 

1 Thess. ii. 1. 
_ _ 3—5. 

— — 8. 

_ _ 10—12, 

2 Cor. xii. 14. 

— — 15. 

2. to apply seriously and constantly to 
the study of the Holy Scriptures; and to 
teach nothings as required of necessity to 
eternal salvation, but what may be con- 
cluded and proved by them. 

1 Cor. ii. 1 — 5. 

••• /» 

— 111. o. 

8—15. 

2 Tim. iii. 14—17. 
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2 Tim. i. 8. 

— — 13, 14. 
1 Tim. vi. 3—5. 

— — 20. 
Titus ii. 1. 
Titus ii. 7, 8. 
1 Tim. iv. 13. 

— — 15, 16. 

3. to give diligent heed to instruct the 
people committed to their charge in the 
principles and duties of Christ's holy reli- 
gion. 

1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. 
1 Pet. iv. 10, 1 1. 
Eph. iv. 7. 

— 11—13. 
Col. i. 28. 
Rom. xii. 6 — 8. 
Tit. i. 9. 
11. 

— ii. 13. 
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Tit.ii. 1. 
— 15. 
Ezek, ii. .6, 7. 
2 Tim. ii. 1. 

— —3. 

— —15. 

_ _22—25. 

4. to live suitably to the sacredness of 
their character, that they may be whole- 
some patterns to the flock of Christ. 

1 Tim. iv. 12. 
Matt. v. 13—16. 
Rom. ii. 17—22. 
Luke vi. 39—42. 

The considerations proper to excite 
and dispose us to conscientious attend- 
ance on the duties of the Ministry, are, 

1. the example of oar Lord Jesus 
Christ ; the great Shepherd and Bishop of 
our souls. 
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Matt. ix. 35—38. 

— — 10— 13. 

— xii. 17 — 20. 

— xviii. 11. 
Johnx. 11. 

— 14, 15. 

— xv. 13—20. 

— xvii. 1. 

— 4. 

— 6. 
John xvii. 8. 

_ 11—15. 

— 17—26. 
Heb. iii. 1, 2. 

2. the examples of the holy Apostles. 

Acts xx. 17 — 35. 
2 Cor. vi. 1. 

— — 3—10. 
2 Cor. ii. 14—17. 

— iv. 1,2. 

_ _ Sr— 11. 
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2 Cor. xi. 21— 3 1. 
Phil. iii. 17. 
Heb. xiii. 7. 

3. the great reward promised to those 
who discharge the pastoral duties faith- 
fully. 

1 Pet. v. 1—4. 

2 Tim. iv. 6—8. 
Dan. xii. 2, 3. 
Luke xii. 42 — 44. 
Matt. xix. 28. 

4. the severe punishments that will be 
inflicted on them, that are negligent or 
remiss in any part of their office. 

Luke xii. 45 — 48. 
Ezek. xxxiii. 7 — 9. 
Mai. ii. 1—9. 
Jer. x. 19—21. 
Miciii. 11,12. 
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Ezek. xxxiv. 2 — 4. 

— — 7. 

— — 10. 
Zech. xi. 17. 
Jer. xxiii. 1, 2. 

— — 11,12. 

— — 15. 
Jer. xxiii. 30. 

— — 39. 

— — 39,40. 

God be merciful to me a sinner ! 
Our Father, which art in heaven, fyc. 



Prayerfor tlve faithful and successful 
discharge of the duties of the ministry. 

Almighty God, the giver of every 
good gift, who hast appointed divers 
Orders of Ministers in Thy Church, 
mercifully look upon me, Thy most un- 
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worthy servant, whom of Thy divine 
providence Thou hast called to the holy 
office of ( Priest or Deacon); and vouch- 
safe me, I beseech Thee, all those gifts 
and graces of Thy Holy Spirit, which 
may enable me to perform the duties of 
my important calling, and to discharge 
aright the great trugt committed to me 
in it. 

Give me, Lord, the spirit of know- 
ledge and understanding, that I may be 
apt to teach, and skilful to direct and 
bring up all those who are under my care, 
in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord ; give me the spirit of wisdom and 
counsel, that I may instruct with meek- 
ness, admonish with prudence, rebuke 
with authority, and minister suitable 
assistance to their several necessities. 

Lord, make me diligent and indus- 
trious, in all parts of my sacred func- 
tion, that I may give attendance to 
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine ; 
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that I may meditate on these things, 
and give myself wholly to them. Pos- 
sess my mind with a just and tender 
regard for those precious souls commit- 
ted to my charge, that I may watch 
over them with a faithful and true 
heart, as one that must ive an account : 
that I may do it with joy, and not with 
grief. 

And because the form of knowledge 
and godliness, without the power will 
neither be profitable to me, nor to those 
that hear me, grant me Thy grace, that 
1 may take heed to myself, as well as to 
my instructions, that, while I teach 
others, I myself may not be cast away ; 
but may shew myself, in all things, a 
pattern of good works, an example to my 
flock in word, in conversation, in cha- 
rity, in spirit, in faith, in purity : that 
my profit may appear unto all for their 
edification. 

Neither pray I for myself alone, but 
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for those also over whom Thou hast 
been pleased to appoint me Thy minis- 
ter : sanctify them, Holy Father, with 
Thy truth, and preserve them in it; that 
not one of them may be lost in the day 
of the Lord Jesus: make them of quick 
understanding in the fear of the Lord, 
which is the beginning of wisdom, that 
they may first seek Thy kingdom, and 
the righteousness thereof ; and put Thy 
laws, I beseech Thee, into their minds, 
and write them in their hearts, that they 
may all know Thee, from the least to 
the greatest, and daily improve in this 
saving knowledge. Give them a ready 
apprehension, and a ready memory, that 
they may receive and keep all profitable 
instruction; and a diligent and teach- 
able disposition, that they may observe 
and practise them. 

O Lord, bless and prosper our joint 
endeavours : and grant that after an 
honest and faithful discharge of our 
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respective duties, in that state of life 
which Thou hast appointed for us, we 
may receive the end of our faith, even 
the salvation of our souls ; through the 
merits and mediation of Thy blessed 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Thanksgiving for the benefits of the 
Christian Ministry ; and prayer, that I 
and all others, who are admitted into Holy 
Orders, may fulfil the solemn promises we 
made at our ordination. 

Almighty God and heavenly Father, 
who of Thine infinite love and goodness 
towards us, hast given Thine only and 
beloved Son Jesus Christ to be our Re- 
deemer, and the author of everlasting 
life; who, after he had made perfect 
our redemption by his death, and was 
ascended into Heaven, poured down his 

E 



74 



gifts abundantly upon men, making 
some apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 
to the edifying and making perfect His 
Church ; for these so great benefits of 
Thine eternal goodness, and for that 
Thou hast vouchsafed to call me, Thy 
most unworthy servant, to the same 
office and ministry appointed for the sal- 
vation of mankind, I render unto Thee 
most hearty thanks ; 1 praise and wor- 
ship Thee ; and I humbly beseech Thee 
by the same Thy blessed Son to grant 
unto me, and all others the Pastors of 
Thy Church, that we may continue to 
shew ourselves thankful to Thee for 
these and all other Thy benefits: and 
that we may daily increase, and go for- 
ward in the knowledge and faith of 
Thee, and Thy Son, by Thy Holy Spirit ; 
so that as well by us Thy Ministers, as 
by those over whom Thou hast ap- 
pointed us Thy Ministers, Thy holy 
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name may be for ever glorified, and Thy 
blessed kingdom enlarged, through the 
e Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

To this end grant, I beseech Thee, 
that I and all others who minister in 
holy things, may be mindful of the dig- 
nity of our office, and of the many great 
and solemn engagements we brought 
ourselves under when we were admitted 
unto it. 

Grant, that we may always have im- 
printed in our remembrance, how great 
a treasure is committed to our charge ; 
that the church and congregation whom 
we serve, is no less than the spouse and 
body of Christ; His sheep whom He 
purchased with His death, and for whom 
He shed His blood. 

Grant, that duly considering the vast 
importance of this our trust, we may 
give faithful diligence, always so to 
minister the doctrine, and sacraments, 

Eg 
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and discipline of Christ, as the Lord 
hath commanded ; and may teach the 
people committed to our care with all 
diligence to keep and observe the same. 

Grant, that we may be ready, with 
all faithful diligence, to banish and 
drive away all erroneous and strange 
doctrines contrary to Thy word ; and to 
use both public and private monitions 
and exhortations, as well to the sick as 
to the whole within our cure, as need 
shall require, and as occasion shall be 
given. 

Grant, that we may be diligent in 
prayer, and in reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and in such studies as help to the 
knowledge of the same ; laying aside 
the study of the world and the flesh. 

Grant, that we may be diligent to 
frame and fashion .ourselves and our 
families according to the doctrine of 
Christ ; and to make both ourselves and 
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them, as much as in us lies, wholesome 
examples, and patterns to the flock of 
Christ. 

Grant, that we may maintain and set 
forward, as much as lieth in us, quiet- 
ness, peace, and love among all Chris- 
tian people ; and especially among them, 
that are committed to our charge. 

Grant, that we may reverently obey 
our ordinary, and other chief ministers, 
unto whom are committed the charge 
and government over us; following 
with a glad mind and will their godly 
admonitions, and submitting ourselves 
to their godly judgments. 

Finally, grant that both we and the 
people committed to our care may so 
faithfully discharge our respective du- 
ties, that we may continue sound mem- 
bers of Thy Church militant here on 
earth; and may live eternally in the 
society of the Church triumphant in 
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heaven, singing praises and hallelujahs 
to the ever blessed and glorious Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, three 
persons in one God. Amen. 



THE END. 



Printed by R. Gilbert, St. John's Square, London. 
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